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EDITORIAL 

‘The presont volume of our Insitute’ journal contains 5 papers and 1 book review, 
“Tha paper on “Status, Hierarchy and Hindulsation in Pauri Bhulyan Society in North 
Orissa" by Professor L. K. Mahapatia js based on. the field work undertsken by the 
‘author In th) Pauri Bhuivan Society. He has noticed the quasi-hiorarchical division in 
thir sociaty besides the status dichotomy betwaen men and women, The Matali(Children 
‘of the golly sation onjays higher social status than th> Parja (subjects) section and the 
‘two sections have also booq analysed in the context of villsgs Community. The rales 
fof min and women have boon clearly delinested and it is yevesled thet although the 
Paurl Bhulyan women are dinisd participation In Political lite, hey enjoy particlpstion 
Ii rituals and festivities organised In the village level, The social posivors of 
‘szc2rdotal and secular chiefs have byen explicitly snalysed, The author hos further 
highlightod on the “inclpiontstatifications” and “status chenge in Government colonies’ 
‘Tha secilon on the “Inier-comnunity Status and Hinduisatjon* further reveals the 
Inter-relationship between the Pauri Bulyan and caste Hindus and the procass of 
Hinduigation. 

‘The papor on "Status of Tiibal Communitis of Orissa’ by Professor NK. Behura 
isa comprehensive sccount of the Schaduled Trlbxs of our State. It anciytically 
discusses tho ethno-linguistic divisions, econamic classifications, planned develop 
mont efforts for socio-economic development with sectoral programmes, like agrlculure, 
‘soll conservation, horticulture, co-operation. animal resources, hetlth and family 
Wolfare, drinking water-supply, road communicetion, human resources development 

‘education and references on land and forest. With this backdrop in view, the 
‘author critically examines tha tribal development eetivities and puts forth some 
constructive sugg tions, 

‘Tn? paper on “A StudY of the Process of Ching» in the Life of thy Primitive 
‘Tribes in Mayurbhanj : ORISSA" by Dr. Rajalaxmi Rath contains & general description 
‘on various Schrduled Tribes inhabiting MaYurbhanj disc. The euthor then concen 
‘ates on th» primitive wibal groups, like the Hill-Kharia and Menkitdia, Tho 
paper discusses various socio-economic development programmes, such es rehobilites 
tion: agriculture, live stock, cottag» industry, infrastructure. ote, Further, the impuct of 
‘th) echomas on beneficiaries has boen analvved. At the Concluding stage, the euthor 
Incorporates som? suggestions for more development inputs and popular participation, 

‘The paper on “Ethnic Aspects of Indian Sago Palm (Caryota Ureng-L)—An Ethno 
Botanical Study among Kutla Kondhs”* by M, K. Jena, Kleus Selend end K. K. Pattntik 
reveals the traditional uss of Indian Sogo Polm which sro intimately Inter-weven 
with tho socio-cultural aspects of the Kutia Kindha lifestyle. The paper contains @ vid 
description of Sago Palm tes, yields and other uses and how the Kutia Kendha ection 
Cf the largot Kanvtha community make use of the trees. Further people's perception, 

ip, socio-economic, socio-cultural, soclo-rlgions aspects connected 
im have been highlighted. The sections on the ‘eesthetic scenario’ 
‘nd ‘conservation poliey’ are flavcured with @ deep sense of human approsch, 

‘The paper on “Indiganous Practices in Health Care" by Dr. §, Swain emphasizes 
‘on the methodology of documentation of hstbal and medicinal plants found in interior 
parts, As the syatom of taditonal indigenous practices in heslth cate are facing 
‘@xtinetion, the author feels the necessity of their eppropriste documentation. AS an 
Illustrative case, the author has documéated the namos of plants/methods used for the 
‘control of concsp'ion and opines that their zuthenticity needs to be proved. 

‘The curtent issue of the journal in its Book Review Section contcins one review 
‘on the book titled, Changing Values snd Tribe! Societies (A Comparative Study of the 
‘Manda and Oreos Values O:jantations) authored by Professor A, A. N. Srivestava 
(1992). 

‘Tho Editor exprosses his haarfslt gratitude to estesmed contibutors of papers 
‘and tho mombers of the Editorial Board for their instinted eo-operation. 
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| had undertaken fold work among the Hil 
+ hull, or Plug! Bhuiya as tho primitive 
“bal group caled tot, n 1983-84 a8 Research 
Scholar of the Tibal ‘Reesarch Bureau, now 
known as Tribal and Hatin» Resoareh-cum- 
Training institute, Though primarily 1 had taken 
up residence on the hill of Bonol in Tear vil 
| hed cultivated familiarity with some. other 
‘villages in the vally below, ike Derulé with some 
lands seasontly inigated. by damming up » fill 
stream, or Budhabhuif slong 8 hil tream, 
wedged between hills 
taken some preliminary studies among the Pui 
Bhuiyaf rosetied in Dalelsard and Dhokimunds 
~ colonies with forest-ceafed land under Govern- 
‘ment sponsorship. Some families ftom Tass 
village had come_down to resettle in a local 
called Guhijbenana in Dhokamundd. colony. tn 
© way, thase Testa familion wore coxxed and 
taoled to come down the ill village, but were 
‘maintaining social, ritual and economic tes with 
th mother village even in 1957, when 1 had got 
the last reports for writing my doctoral thesis on 
the people at Hamburg University, Tho status 
‘and roles of village functionaries as also the 
basic dichotomy of the society between the high 
4 status MIU and Perit of lower status wore 
‘tintained even when the village wore resettod 
‘at Gubdlbandha, Another basic status dichotomy 
‘between mon and. women has also been taken 
up, a8 It a forcefully obvious in their society. 


tn the following pages, | dot withthe basic 
-loerchical division of the society betwang, 
Idi ond Par ang tho ascribed and ached 
statuses found in the society, besides discussing 
in gonora! th role of woulth ond power at the 
‘of this hierarchy in. viloge.sociaty, A 
* — ¢ dlacussion is presented onthe social postion of 
‘Nitto: PiuriBhuiyatl in relation to other tribal 

| “groupe and Hind casts and thelr orientation to 
Hindu” eocity In general in the rgion at. the 


Status, Hierarchy and Hinduisation in Pauri Bhuiyai 
Society in North Orissa 


LK, Mahapetra 


Junction of 4 ex-Princely States, namely Bond 
{at present in Sundargarh district, KeonJhar 
{ot present constituting Kendujhar dletrict, Pall. 
‘hat (at prosent In Ohenkindl distict) and 
Bim (at present in Debgerh distict). The 
{ucts snd relations described refer to the 1950 
‘and most probably equally wel, to the 1960", 


Status, ascribed and achieved 

Firth regards the social status of person as 
“his position in # social system, represented by 
the rights and privileges he enjoys end the 
‘obligations or dutios he should perform’” (Human 
‘Types, P. 103). Status may be “ascribed”, that 
‘is, glvan by virtue of birth, or "acheived", that le 
attained by virtue of individual merits, The 
fact that ascribed stztut may be denied because 
ff ritual, physical or montal deficiencies does 
‘ot invalidate this important distinction. 


We have saen above that the priests becouse 
fof thelr vital roles In the economic life end 
physical well-being of the villagers enjoy high 
social status, 98 does tho Hosdman for hie 
‘socio-political leadership in corpofato activities 
fof the village. Those are the most highly prized 
Positions inthe society which are open only to 
the "MIIBI section as a whole, Others who 
not born in this group are debaned from 
‘these offices and privileges, 

‘Agpinst these oases of ascribed status are 
le @ wide range of opportunities for 
‘achieved goclal status, Through acquisition of 
paper knowledge one might attain the very impor: 


‘The social status of the witches is not low, 
chops primarily because they come from the 
hiast households, but they also enjoy certain 
circumspect consideration through Year, which 
Impols villagers tobe on good torm with them, 


‘As _we _have_ seen, the offices of Member 
tondad to be attained by “Para” man, 
to tho pf 
‘and tho tonior 
bbectuso of their exparience, Tho _massengers 
fof the Village Assembly ate junior “Pari elders, 


("and his assistants have 
Assistants 


Profleionay in singing, beating drums or tambou- 
Fines, dancing, handicratt, 
specially 


wunting or other skills, 
in making good epoechos, brings 
nd thus contributes to tho social status 


‘Apart from such achived status but closely 
‘aliod. to it is the higher status accorded to a 
married individual, especially toa family having 
lis own household, the head of the household 
‘boing automatically en older of the Villago 
‘Assembly, 


Women are accorded a lower social status 
‘than that of mon in general, They are, howover, 
far trom baing chattels or roprested, Tholt 
Contribution in the economic li is indispensable 
‘and vital, they may accumulata property of their 
boqueathe it as thoy think fit, havo 
‘much say a8 thelr mon have In. house 
‘hold affaes and specially on tho quostion or 
marriage of children, and they worship village 
doities and demons, and hold festivities of their 
‘own ond sometimes act ae @ gioup On tho 
‘other hand, there Is molo precedence In rituals 
‘and fostvities and exclusive male contro! of 
‘clo-poltcal affairs of tho village, easiar divorco 
{for tho men and denial to the women of 
Inhoritanee.of important forms of wealth including 
land, In day-to-day lite, howov 
to be breve and. independent 
‘complaining, and they do not ha 
jpurdah ayatom, which In rural wost-Orissa_ ia not 
‘40 Prominont as in the oast. However, we havo 
oted that even in food consumption they appear 
to bo under privileged ae in other aspects of life 
In this patilineal and markedly patrilocal society, 
‘women proudly roferred either to the high 

nts of ‘MUN lina 


fundamental division of the Mi 
‘PBF based on birth in or outside the clan- 
‘ection of the firt-setlers, supplemented by 
differences of age, hold the key to social status in 
tha villege. Added to this ere the position in the 


Tinesge and avon the length of time lineage 
from outsida has eettled in Tatra, ‘The former 
2 


{actor is. vory important in succession of tradi- 
nal offices and inheritence and tho attr, In the 
ologation of an important office (‘Member’) to 
iormost elder, of the oldest. Immigrant 
lineege from {ti im Pal-Lahers. Thus viewed 
‘scribad status Is of paramount importance in the 
socio-political life of the village. Howover, it 
‘must be noted thet opportunities for achieving 
‘status are increasing In tho “unreserved ephores 
of handicratts or of new offices like member and 
his assistants or oven of wealth, 


‘The village community and ‘BAI 
‘Paria’ sections. 

Firth defines a human community a8 
‘body of people sharing In common activities end 
bound by multiple relationships in sucha wey 
‘that the sims of eny individual can be achloved 
‘only by participation in action with others” (p, 
41, 1951), Besides tho aspoct of living to" 
‘gether, the term... “involves a recognition, derived, 
{rom experience and observation, that there must 
‘bo minimum conditions of agreement on common 
‘ims, and. inevitably tome common ways of 
behaving, thinking, and feeling” (p, 27. 1961). 
Obviously Tas village is community, into 
‘which people are born, in which thoy tive, work, 
‘marty and die. Bosldes its vertoriel integrity, 
ritual and economic. unity, social and politica? 
‘solidarity and gonoral behavioural conformity, the 
‘community has also some local pride and dietin« 
ctivenoss in many ways as against tho 
villages. Tho hamlots may bo token 
‘communitios. 


nd 


But this. should not cover up cortein funda 
‘mental divergence of status and roles, power an 
‘Woalth, in general, of Interests between the two 
‘sagmonts of the community the *Mat5l" and the 
‘Par’. Tho “Matis are dosoended from the 
{irs sotors of Tas and formally incorporate the 
‘immigrant families of ‘Para’ on the oath that the 
latter would recognize the formor's authority and 


‘obey the “law of the land’ including the local 
rituals and ether customs. The very torm *Parjat 
‘moans “subjects” and ‘Maya etends for “chlidron 


‘of the sll”, who have right as ‘Khuntkitiddr or 
firat utters who cleared tho forest. 


‘As thoes groups ukimately derive their 
‘charactor from their divergent relations to the 
village territory, In this sense those are here, 
viewed as teritorial groups. The “Matial” group’ 
{forms a clansoction as described above, while the 
arf’ group is an emerphous body of immigrant 
famllice, Tho laters “group” charactor ie 


understandable in contradistinetion to the 
"MBUH" group, especally at the time of the 
‘eoremony of founding the village (hamlet) sit, 
ft dinking of bor with tho priests and at the 
funeral coremony which I had attended, At tho 
nt family Is formally awarded 
tho status of 8 vilagor, oF If alveady wing at 
‘asp, le required formally to re-attirm his loyalty 
to ths ‘MBiI"sootion in the name of the Head= 
‘man nd the priests and is to propare aome native 
boor forthe coremony. Now In. casos. of 
Incorporation the Incumbent has. to_ food the 
village (harlot) In a coremony_of *UburB-Sabur” 
‘oF rita purification. Inthe other two caves 
2 fOup wore ontotained apart from the 
and (atin relatives rom 
outside. "At tho funeral coremony tho ‘Pai 
‘wore frat groatad and. Wolcomed and than the 
‘Bandhu’, tho MAY group ploving the i 
This latter cecasion domanstated 
‘of spciic. toto as wit the “Pf (who 
tre ao “Bandhu or afin rolatves) over the 
“Bandhu’ which isa pu 


Formerly, the “Parl! had no. clalm t6 any 
Important official functions excopt being assistants 
topriest, The opening ofthe “Grama Panchiyat” 
fr council of villages has croated « new avenue 
for good orators among the sonior mombers of 
‘Pan. 


Woalth and Power 

‘While dealing with Indebtedness we have 
already noted that thore aro about 7 households 
“which are considered well-to-do in the sense 
‘that they do not go hungry in the lean months, 
Only one family, a recent immigrant from Khogkl 
‘whore thoy have agricultural land and frult-trees, 
‘can claim to be wealthy with about 200 Kilo 
paddy a8 a saving. Thora ig anothor well-to-do 
‘Pax household, also recent Immigrant from 
KhagkB with landed property from wich, vome 
sharaIn the proceeds comes yearly, as In the 
fothor casa, Along with 6 Maia)" housoho 
‘thoy also save some monoy. One. wallto-do 
'MitiB’ houtehold hae some paddy saved, 
because there are only two souls in the family 
‘and as a priest at Kumugih the remuneration is of 
‘some good amount. Moreover, the housohold is 
« bit miserly, 


‘Tho ‘MIyi5\" section claims 18 households 
‘and tho “Payji" 19. Living howtos excluding 
‘the livestock sheds and including the ahods for 
hashing fovor wre it Ia seperataly constructed, 
wo find the ‘MUU’ have 37 hute between 
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households of 
ava ene or more este a8. against 
holds among the ‘Pari Simla, 
fit ‘ho 18. “Ma{l5)" housoholds have one and 
in some costs two plots of moize-gurdens whi 
only 6 households “own plot. Of 
ouree, 0 few moro ‘Pui could obtai « plot 
by standing drinks fr the vilago elder, Kitchan 
Gurdon la sity scarce and aiment monopolized 
by tho "nit" section. One might argue fet 
como, fat srved, But the fact is that tere Ina 
‘numbr of hore 418 some. Pots 
ulivated by tho ‘Pari with cormission of thet 
loge! “owrera®. It we tk tho wooden husking 
Inver av an Instance of capitalization of etfot, 
thoro are 6 among the “MBuBi and 3 among 
the "Porit, Huricanelamaine purchased move for 
Show than for use were found with 8 "MAN| 
housoholds and those 3 ‘Parl’ households. who 
had of have Intinateassocitions with 
People in Pal-Lahare and Barma, Out of 10 plots 
of agrleultum-terac06 8. belong to ihe “MBS 
fou. They also own the great _msjity of 
Facktaie woes 


Wo have seen betore how production ia 
corelated with working hands and industry: 
‘therefore weelth incroases kocial status. Wealth by 
itself hardly leads to power. Of tho two “Pay? 
‘well-to-do housaholds, the one wealthiest has 
Tite power, Power is shared now only with 
‘tho oldest and naareet immigrant lineage. in 
the village. Partly the mftivation may be to 


keep the centre of new power et # wate distance 
| a hamlat where the Headman  doaa not 
resid 


‘romaine joat to be pointed. out that the 
aif owe loyaty to tho "MAIR" section on 
whole, and tothe posts and tho. Hoodman in 
Datculr, and. to th. dat 

tho village troy. They hn 
native Boor 08 something ko Year. tabu. 
Beuidoe altho havnsholde hed bean contibutng 
addy for the ‘Oohudl) Dhand” or Prosi 
Granary collactd and: mandged by th press 
tnd tho Hoodman, At tho time of Ie daslition 
in 1950-51 ae an inattution of the ota vile, 
‘tho paddy was distributed among the ‘Matiali* 
families, though a halt ofthe cereale woe uted 
in footing sho vilege. On tho occasion of 
ocupving, swiddene sonior iste and the 
Headman demarcate tho shares on the spot. 


‘Thus, the “MEYI’ group, 
ultimately from thelr 
‘attlers of tho village, are on 
‘off, own greeter woslth. and 
‘over the ‘Pari’ as a whole to the 
‘Sdvantage of thelr group interests. The leadership 
however, ties in the hands of senior 
‘and the Hoadman, and of late is shared in a 
‘wecondary non-traditional sphere with @ "Pari 
fof an influential Hinesge. Among the women 
‘the older priestesses exercise leadership sesisted 


‘Man and Women 

Men of the village of hamist act as @ group 
‘as participants ln the village (hamlet) sssembly, 
‘on hunting and fishing trips, in. village (hamlet) 
suale when male representative from och 
‘household is required to partake of the offerings, 
In goneral drinking of beer or feasting on other 
‘conimunal occasions. They also cook and serve 
All the assembled men and women in funeral 
fend marriage ceremonies. They mset daily in 
{the bachelors’ dormitory or on “Manga DarabSra’ 
utaldo around tho fir to gossip and’ deliberate, 
‘The mon act, and Interact as a group simort 


oman, shen, they parabe of the oftings 
‘Qn the day of “Dhulidpi” the women play the 
moet important roles in the worshipping of 
"Baym doty reciting whet appears to be 
oriin-mythe, besides steging 2 mock hunting 
In mon’s dross. On the occasion of “Pankhied 
Pitha’ day, they os 8 body cook and offer the 
cakes and flowsrs to the menfolk in general. 
Similarly, they iso offer cakes to older men 
‘and youngmen ‘on the occasion of ‘Rahapi 
Bhaspa’ ceremony. Czcasionally, they cook food 
together out of tome village funds and 
distipute the food household-wise, As the 
‘mon work under the guidance and leedership 
‘of priests and Headman, the women also are 
‘Guided by elder women of tho priestly families, 
‘who alone worship in the rituals. 
Although the women sct 2s 2 group on much 
fowor occasions, thay nonetheless fulfil important 
functions in the rituale and festivities of the 
hamlet a8 2 whole, Howover, they never come 
together from all the households in the whale 
village es a group-unlike in the case of men, 
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exceot at the time of funeral and mariage 
‘ceremonies when they sat together the food 
‘cooked and served by men. 


In faimeaes to the women it must be remarked 
that collecting of tubers and yams, fruits or 
flowers, ete, does not yield to organised exploi- 
‘tation ‘as ‘hunting or fishing by men, and 
ppartcipetion in. political lie of the village ie 
Senied to them. These facts together shut 
them off from a great many opportunities for 
‘corporate action. However, in. comparison with 
Hindu villages the participation of | women as # 
body in the vilage rituals and festivities should 
be remarkable, 
‘Tho Priests 

‘The Dehuri dames’ or maximel lineage ie 
the seniormost in the “MBUBI, section 
supplies the priests. On rare occasions, however, 
‘some senior members of the Naika “bemea’ may 
officiere when the regular priests are ill of 
involved in ritual pollution 

‘The priest (Dehuri) for “Barem’ dolty is of 
the highest rank, thet of ‘Gienshi'and the ‘Plt’ 
deotoos and ‘Nishir’ comes in the second 
position while the prlest for the ‘Saran! PB” 
‘occupies the third rank, 

Strangely encugh, the priest of 
the highest deity of the “Batis Bir” orgenisstion, 
ls relegated to a lower rank than that of the 
priests for the village deities. Thie might be due 
{to the fact that the village doitis heve much more 
Important roles in the rituals touching upon 
‘economic life and security system then “Bharali 
Pay’ has. For the lettr the juniormost sub-lineago 
ined always provided the priest, 0s a rul 


‘The priesthood is ususlly hereditary in the 
sub-lineege, but not stictly 4. “Bayim’ priest 
has come not from the seniormost sub-lineege, 
which hed, however, taken care of ‘Gaenshi’ 
fand the other “Pat” deities. The oldest ton 
usually takes over the duties; if he is. young of 
‘incapable, then the next brother hes tho 


privilege to serve. The division of the villege 
‘nto hamlets has loosened the succession to 
Driesthood. 


muni Par’. was once helped by the men of 
the hamiet id cuting of his new swidden, end 
had to stand only netive oor. Bosides this 
priest who worthips on the ceremonial hunting 
Says gets @ special share of the game. 


However, he Tears piests serving in three 
valley villeges, Kumudin,  Bareud and 
engi got handsome presents including cloth, 
and. the priest. of Kumugin had even 8 few 
sgricutural plots on service tenure. As the 
li" had lived in thee villages in the 
valley, only they could worship and appease the 
deities and demons of the neighbourhood. 


‘The Village Hoadman 
‘The village Heedmen or “Niika’ comes from 
the Nika ‘pamsi’ or maximal lineage. The 
Ideet son always has the right to this office, 
But when the would-be ‘Naika’ isa minor the 


‘was handed over the office 


‘The Headman takes active interest in the woll- 
boing of tie village, its cultivation and law and 
‘order situation. He is formally recognised by the 
local police-station at MahulpadS and thus by 
‘the Government. All transactions of the Govern- 
iment officials were formerly directed to him 
‘alone and at present divided in some minor 
respects withthe ““Panchiyat™ Member. 


But he is far from being an autocrat. He is 
‘the most powerful spokesman of the village and 
‘tho first among equals, though these “equals” 

i" people of the village. He first 
inraduces topic to be decided upon by 
mentioning the gravity, the urgency oF simply 
the import of the occasion, and then listens to 
the opinions protfered by senior elders, “Mati 
‘and ‘Parj., From time to time he sums up the 
discussion and puts some critical points of 
decision for further ratification oF clarification. 
‘Though he is implicitly obeyed his approach ia 
‘commanding people is courteous snd cautious 
In boing often an indirect instruction. However, 
‘we hive -noted already how the Headman 
tainforees his authority with sorcery, of which 
hho and his wife are suspected. 

‘Apart rom the social precedence shared with 
‘enior priests he enjoys no emoluments of any 
significance, Sometimes the villagers may work 
{for him and get sumptuously fed for that. 
Formerly he had a special share on the day of 
‘tuccosetul ceremonial hunting. But he was aleo 
10 give a suitable counter-present, 

‘A junior Headman was responsible for intemal 
day-to-day affairs in Tal TasrS. Aftor his shifting 
to Ua Te, | found nobody working a8 Such 


‘The “Panchiyat” Member 

This new office has boen introduced in 1953, 
when the "Grama Panchiyat” (Council of 
Villages) Act of the Orissa Government came 
Jnto effect in Mahulpadi region, Every villoge 
was 10 send en elected Member to the council 
which sat at least once @ month. In a village 
‘essembly composed of elds of Both the hemiets, 
‘8 senior intelligent man of the prisstlY lineage, © 
‘900d speaker, was elected unanimously for 
Tax®. One ‘Parji” elder, known to be a good 
‘speaker end a right-hend man of the Headmen 
was also selected a8 an assistant or ‘Sipfi’ to 
the Member. 


Atier the death of the member a senior 
‘an experienced 
‘speaker, having some experience with plain 


“Kutumb’ of the “MaV31i" group, both from 
Upar " Tastl, were appointed a8. “Sipi ot 
sssitants. In both cases the Members wore 


from Tal Tas. As the power and auhorty 
‘ofthe Member might rect” clash with that 
of the Heedman, it wa advissble tht the new 
locus of powor was. kept at adistence in Tol 
Tee. "We have sleo noted that many in Tal 
Tes and some in Uper Tesid also sutpocted 
sorcery inflicted bythe Headinen causing death 
to the former Member. This happened sllegediy 
because of the letter popu and. eng 
prospects of his emerging. rival tothe 
Hesdmen's power. Such motivations might 
hve goaded the Hescmen to provide fr some 
handy sefequerds in nominating asitant. (0 
faithful to him and under: hie Gect. contol in 
Upsr Tessa. ‘That is feae are not il-founded 
|g now somewhat leer. After the junior 
Hesdman's siting. to Upar Teel nd ae there 
was nobod¥ from the “Naika” lineage in Tel 
ui, the Member hd boon managing the 
day-to-day altars In the etpacity of 0 junior 
Headmen 
Divinere, Medicinamen and Sorcerers 
Ordinary’ diviners are known os ‘Segunia’, 
‘Tey not only divine but also exercise soase- 
sicits of dates, Divino of highar oder, 
‘specially dealing with spiion of tocer, 
fre ‘Rly or medicinemen. The letter cen 
‘work against sorcery and may also prescribe 
artain’ herbs! “medicines. ‘All the. “Rul in 
Tag ate ‘Chedunié” or thoes wha. may 
countrct sorcery but cannot inlet. “RA 
also gets possesed by spite or deltas and 


may bo compared to shomans, Shamanism is 
‘very widespread In the region, wen the CaaS, 8 
Hindu caste, employ shaman on selous crises 
{ike diffleuk labour, Sorcerers are known at 
‘Paingya” and sorcoroeses as *Pingni’. _Divinors, 
imodicinemen and sorcarors (Sorceresses) loan 
thir trade from “Guru! or toAcher-experts end 
thelr epacialied education is the nearest 
fpproach to formal Instruction. 
‘A modicinomen anjoys high prestige in the 
J becavee of hit sapacity to save las and 
ture diseases, A adiviner Is approached for 
fmalierallnents and is tho parson of fist call 
the tendancy to function ke a “family 
"There aro about 2 medicinemen 98 
4.01 5 divinors. It is perhaps not without 
both the Mombere of Tos 


dered a crime, but the sorcorers and sorcoresses 


feared and one dato not anger them for 
frothing. This potential threat of sorosry 
becomes « 9208 weapon for maintaining power 
fas inthe Headman’s case, But in extromo 
oses of sorcery ons might be expelled from the 
village. 

Incipient Stratification 


Firth notes: “When a. grédod system of 
stmusee Is of general opertion ina society, 
Atfecting many spheres of social activity, I Is 
termed 8 system of social stat Hore, 
fchstetu or layer in the grading. scheme 
ts composed of people who fill much the seme 
poation inthe social structure”, (Human Types, 
Pere, 105). Obviously, there must be to 
horizontal layers. at tho loan, We have soon 
Tow end to what extent the “Mata section 
hae. soci precedence, economic adventagos, 
political power end ritual contol over the 
il, who. 0. lad and guided by the othe, 


‘Tho latter's higher social status is always 
acknowledged by tho ‘Parji’, The lowest 
‘occupation, thet of day labourer, is also 


fosorted. {0 by the ‘Prjo In great numbers ind 
Shunned by the ‘Matll”axcept for the two oF 
‘threo, helpless widows. When it comes 10 
arying. something for 8 visiting oficial it is 
the poorer ‘Pays? who. are. ultimately provlled 
jpon 10 do; when erecting my house even old 
‘Para’ mon wore working while. younger, senior 
Priests and the Hoadman wore just orect 
Most of the time. Coster mafiages 
funeral (cremation) elzo fall largely to the 
Ma 


‘All these and other detale described above 
20 10 show that thare I. some sharp real 
betwoon the "Mayil" and the “Parl, howover 
tolative. it may #ppear in dayeto-dayIife, Tho 
{MIQaIsection resembles in many ways 
lendholding aristocracy and the "Pare, commoners 
fof tocond-class citizens, The designations 
‘oven te analogy must be sharply ‘timmed to have 
teal meaning Inthe actual situation, Thobgh 
tho 'Matidll’ were doecended trom ‘tho fet 
settlers they do not expressly elsim thet all land 
belongs to. thom and them alone, On the 
‘other hand, thoy emphesieo that every villagor 
‘has right 10 got land according to hia needs for 
making swiddona, and for other purposes when 
thoro is suitable land. Under these  clrcum- 
stances 1 have defined. the land-tenure a» 
corporate village ownership". Moroover, both 
the ‘Maji" and. the ‘Paro’ must work hard for 
‘thoir aubsitonce, and thero is no, “elsuro” 
class.” As for the rank of the ‘Pri’ (itorally, 
aubjects), to compere tho:n with commoners 
lw to. dlaragerd the fact thot in tho recent, ot 
back in the remote, past each of there ‘Pari 
fanceators belonged 10 the “ME” enction of 
‘the ancestral villages, Even today they cherish 
the memory. of their igher social rank ‘in 
ances villges. 


Even under such imitations and with free 
intermarriage between the ‘Por’ and “MUy’, 
it eppeers there ig some sort of loose social 
frratfication between the compact, powerful, 
‘numerous, *M&tiB)" seotion and tho. ‘Peri8" from 
Civerse lineages and villages, an odd assortment 
ff affinal relatives owing individually and 
Collectively tho everall loyalty to the “Mat 


I the Image of euch a love nascent 8 
fieetion dose not conform strictly to the classio 
modelo of “estate” (Sten 
elosx”, that Is not of fundamental importanc 
‘The more significant point of observation Is, 
‘that in on apparently “egalitarian” society may 
lie hidden a sttong tendency to formation of 
‘something lke classes or estates. in whatever 
tudimentory form It may be. Or. Elwin has 
‘already discovered a clearer formation of social 
classes emong the Hill suor’, where the 
faviatocraey prefer tho 8ons to marry within the 
‘atiatoeroy and tay sovopt gins ftom, but never 
maity thet own Into, the commoners. named 
“prolettiet” by him (P. 50~62). 


‘Stawus change in Government Coloniea 
‘Aa all he colonists hava com sogethar to en 
unoseupiad aee tno MA gh n to- 
Political status, But the My] section of the 
mothor-vilages rettins the posts of Headman 
and Priests a8. utual, Although ‘Qihabandhgr 
caremony(vilage Site Foundatation day) is stil 
‘observed one of tho mali purpose. thst Is 
‘tdmission of new “Pail and rosssurance of 
Joyatty of ths old “Pari has lost ie moaning. 
But tho Puri as. wholo hove gained. somo 
political power over the Cerengd. Kolbe and tho 
few Bentkir colonists, Tho. PUuth aro in 
imajotity, the whole schome vas mainly to bring 
‘tham down and tho visting officers and perme 
font officials give moro welght to. the. PSut 
BhulyB in all afare of colony life, Tho Coren 
Kotha are untouchable’ and of lowor status, At 
Ghienddit colony, where. they live away from 
‘tha Bhuiyll the domination of the 
‘obvious than in tho exclusively Gerangi colon 
‘with their own hendman and proste, “At GunBl- 
‘bandh toy are eked to contibutofr'Debi Us” 
and. perhaps many other Texto of tho PR uth 
BhuiyAM in tho name of tho village, while the 
Puri do not contribute anything im their tu 
This has boon 80 for throw reasons. Firstly, tho 
Corongl had come to voto one 
thon tho. BhulyA of Tver who all como In a 
Group. which is numerically the majority ond 
dominant group, supplying the ‘heedman and th 
prions. Secondly, the “Cerengé had clways 
‘teknowledged. tho. BhulyS%_ a8, the Lords ofthe 
land and thomsolves a8. thoir "Pari, rather 
figuravely, 49 much 80. that in tho Mahulpadt 
valloy they would not collet thatch-orase.bofore 
Thirdly 
the Paul hiya iBped th 
Villge -dotios in tho valley village of jaget 
Mahuload8,Bateub, Reaghliand. Kumudi where 
formerly the Goran Kotha lived. 1 suspect the 
Puri BhuiyS of Daleisra colony have simile, 
status ot dominance over the Cerengl Kotha of 
Kandi colony. Incidentally, Patnaik has 
xd to tho Carengl Kotha of the 
“Mundi 08 they speak a Mundin 
languoge (GR, 1957), 

Patnaik has rightly pointed to the weakening 
position of the Headmag and sanior posts in the 
‘colonies (GRI, 1987, p.-18). But ho dove not 
fully explain the situation when ho seys. “The 
causes of thoir inofecdvoness in the vilage 
‘obviiouly duo to contacts with outside people 
{nd ths gradual breakdown ofthe village solierity 
attor wot cultivation has boon intreduced” & 
(bi. P13), 


In tho next sentence, he Imolies, villages 
soldtity is Impaled, an In “wet cutiation 
{eorfuttare) economic Interdependence and 
constant (requent) noe for co-operation are not 
‘econsar as thay sreln tha cultvtion of “Oingt 
(kamBn) or shifting cultivation, (Brackets enclose 
tho toms proered). Sharing cate and implant 
tnd much co-operative labour ato not nectsenr 
ot possible In the. colon as the Governmental 
tap and te instant nod for reclaiming land BY 

Touvshold for ite iva 
‘made howsehold autonomous 
that emt, On the other hand, tho ofr patton 
‘ot colebrating.vilage. ritune and. tetas, 
‘communal partnerehip group for arranging. them, 
Collective hunting expedition, however for, and 
the ‘bachelor’ domforis on tho colony bat 
tnd avon having the nation of Priest Granary 
of ‘Dehurié Dhani’ in Kunutold and Jhinker 
Gane colonies (rom Kunu ‘and. Kung. ile 
village) ahow" that tho old vilogoeokdaty fs 
All much. presryed However, the. custom of 
Join cultivation of « swiddon bythe youngmen 
fnd maiden of «colon for thal own common 
imcerout, 0 in ill vilogn,. was. proservod ti 
forest wore availabe to make swiddens. As tho 
‘land was reduced into agricultural plots, privately 
‘owned, this automaticly stopped. nthe 
stance the vilge oF colony ‘soldeity ofthe 
Young. persons sutfred.hoevy "economic. and 
{ociol deprivation due o conditions of eqrcuura, 
“ho trot to village eoldaity came alia from two 
chor sources. Firstly, some colonies GuhBl- 
‘bandhli and Ekplidi, are composed of colonists 
from wo or te ot von more vilages, Moree 
‘over, © Yow colonies like Guniibandh maybe 
omposed of two or mae tribes, Pau, Coongé 
fnd Borge. In ths condition ‘colonies. prosont 
diforent physical composition trom. the od 
‘xclsive PAu villages. When Put colonise 
from a hil vlogs havo stayed in an_ exclave 
colony togethor thoy have poverved oven “Doh 
Dhané’, pointing to the solidarity of and surviving 
Alogancot, th MAI section of howe village. 
Secondly, unlk in abl vlog the colonise wre 
not bound to pay llegionee to. any definite 
section nt colony forthe rights Inland and 
‘thor citi. Aller ivan equal. chances, 
fegaly of court, and all ‘owe loyalty drocty 
tothe Goverment, roposonted by” thoi bi 
visting officrs. "Thar leno. €oid dominant 
"Magia" “section having fat rights nd no 
clustering of the ‘Parja round it, and hence the 
police! competion of the old village ‘soldarty 
Will bo acking, "Whore the fiction ofthis old 
MEi|-Paje’ relationship persis, becouse ofa 


‘otal transplantation of the village, in that 
case the village, solidarity of the old 
‘ype appears to hold on inthe colony. Thus 
oth the decresse in old village solidarity and the 


‘Headmen of 


‘of the “Maia ection, among the colonists may 
bo athar explained interme of the altered political 
and economical status derived. wholly from out- 
sido authority and outside tadtional tritory, 
tnd not mao in tome of settled agriculture and 
“contacts with outside people” ws such. Fund 
‘mentally fr thi reason, reinforced by direct and 
‘tily conteets with the euthorty of ‘government 
officers and officials, visting ‘or stationed at 
‘colony, the old village solidarity and the 
‘16 postion of the Headman and Prists inthe 
colony will be impsived still move. That my 
interpretation of the dynamics ofthe change is 
bosiclly. sound is supported by Patnaks 
following observation in 1860. when shitting 
‘eultivation wos in ful swing at Dallsaré colony. 
‘Tho. position of Nick. (headman) is being 
loworod and his voice le becoming les and. lous 
ctfctivo in the management of viloge 
‘tfora” (GRI, 1962. P. 24). 
Inter-Community Status and Hinduization 
In the Kol vally round Mabulpadi the Gong 
and Phy untouchables count along with the 
up Bhviyai os the cariest settlers. Corengh 
othe and’ later on Kissin came before the 


Koln "immigrants 
‘of Mehulpad8, whose grandfather came from 
SinigB in the north-west, belongs to the eldest 


Tho _ present 


Casi cultivator family in this area, The village 
‘torvent castes, water-men end cowherds, 
blacksmiths, oilmen, washerman, liquor-sellers 
‘etc. come. to join the thriving villages. A 
Brahman priest comes. froma fareway village to 
‘sorve the Cas, Gour and Gond castes. The 
Gond, calling themselves as Rj Gong, are here 


‘and water from them is. ot accepted by higher 
castes like CacZ, Gout (watermen and cowherd), 


‘Berber, Brahman, The barber family at Mebul- 
‘padi was brought in 1954 expressly to serve the 
higher caste people of Mahulpadl region. 

‘The Hill BhuiyBM, though not yet served by 
rahman and only accasionelly by 2 Berber, 
Toquire washermen at all Important rityale and 


‘water is accepted from them by all castes and 
‘ibes. In the later aspect they are in a higher 
ritual staus than the Gond and the Munda 
‘rom whom te higher castes do not take water, 
‘The PSuti on their part take water only from 
Cas8, watermen and cowherds, and Brahman, 
However, they will not accept cooked rice from 
‘even Brahman, not ro speek of other castes and 
tibes, As in actual life some adjustment hes 
‘to be made with the numerous Gond clients in 


village deities, 
they acoeptrice-cakes tied in ol, but not boiled 
in an earthen pot, from perbeps. the last two 
castes only in 1984. For the Pluri-BhulyAR the 
basketmaker and musicion Ghési, Pay. and 
Cerengé Kotha ro untouchable, as slso Kemér, 
‘lacksmith who use hellcew of cowshide, In 
‘this bias they identity themselves with all clean 
castes. The Pin have left eating. butfaces 
‘while the other untouchebles have not yet done 
‘hat Inthe schools at Doleisad’ and Dhokimungs 
teachers take into consideration this bias of PBuy 
Colonists against CerengS Kathe ones. The 
Bengkdr wibels are not untoushable, though 
water isnot _eccepted from _ them by ther 
co-bretiven, the Pup BhuiviR, The Mundi 
‘who have ‘left eating cattle are sitting by side 
‘withthe Plus) Bhuiyéh at Mobulpad® or Dorult 
schools, 


‘The Gong and Pip costes and the Kissin 
‘are at present striving. hard. to raiso their social 
‘and ritual status, The Gond demend to get 
their menstrusting women’s clothes washed by 
the washecmen, who do this only in cave of 
Cash end Gour in the locality. Eut the washe- 
‘men did not agree to this demand In thelr 
caste council. The Pip have now taken to 
worshipping “Bis Debi’, 9 locally popular Hindu 
‘goddess, separately on thelr own and ae trying 
to stop their practice of removing dead cate 
from the villages including thet of the PButh 
Bhuiyif colonies, This function wil in all 
Drobability be taken over by Ghisi untouchables, 
Some Kissin have gone £0 far as to engage 
(9003 Brahman in their mariage ceremonies 
‘and 2 Gour men serves water at these ceremoni 
‘to the Brahman priest, at he would not accept 
‘water from the Kissin. It may be foreseen with 
all probability thet the Pius! Bhuiyl® in colonies 
will wy to engage Barber and later on even 
‘Brahman priest at their marriages, besides 
‘eccepting cooked ice trom the Brahman, Tho 
{ast practices may not come soon, as the Bithudi 


in Keonjhar, since long Hinduized, would not 
‘accapt euch food from any outsider edst® even 
In 1950. 


OF especial importance is the relation of the 
Pau) BhuiysR with Magedh® Gout, who often 
jaor. Mariages with ® Gour man 

‘of woman is not rare. and as early as 1896 D.A, 
Mac Millan had already noted them, At Taal on 
‘old man had marrod @ Gour women (in 17 p.) 
‘who was soelo-rtully accepted Ito. the PBut 
similarly, a Gour 


Wo havo: 


from Gour Gond, Cas 
Shund! (iquot solr) and’ ever « Coren 
Aitor coming to the colony tome 
Bhulya had taken loans from Khuntgoh in the 
orthwest, Thaie eradit-worthinoss, not only the 
frwa of credit operations, seer to heve ine 
Whon they would be eblo ta get loans at 26% 
Intestin tho valloy, and from the Government 
ftanary at Kumudih, the Bhter fooling against 
@| money-lendora and thelr castes might 
disappm 


ystomn of fixed patronage 


6, Patna 


6. Patnaik, N 


payment of grains and rations as 
et cow, bullock or calf. The Purl sleady had 
‘such folation with washermen ond Gous in Ta 
for some time, Thus, there is great 

that the Paufi in tne colony will be 
tho “jojmani” system of some services 
valley, 

‘The Paul Bhulyafi are traditional priests of 
village deities in Rengall, Kumudih, Jegati, 
‘Mahulpdi, Boresud ‘end perhaps 2 few other 
‘ron-PBus! villages, and. thoy aye considered a 
tho eldest occupants of land end hills (excepting 
specific case of Tos, whero tho Bhuiyi! come 
{ater on), Also their tual status In the Hindu ayes 
he highest among all the tribal groups in the 
region, For all these reasons their social statue 
{s the highest among all tibals perhaps excluding 
the Hinduized Gong in Mohulpadi region. 


However, tho Hindus hold the Purl In 
contempt for certain of hol? rection, leo 


found mong some other focs! tubes. hoy do 
not wash with water after defecetion, » They 
Yoke ‘cows 12. plough, which Is considered 


faeriloglous, Tho institution of dormltorios, 
dancing 6f women, Premaritol sexual lexty, 
lgnorenee and. Uliterney, general ditiness of 
hablto end of parson, entiog cortaln rats. and 
birde Including one which Vokes human. night- 
fel, taking rotten mast of dowd animale, and 


to rn, covhords, barbere, and blackumt- native beer, burying the dead, and 
oy. A_woshormen. or bleckamith few other “qualities end practices are locked 
W yiiagos tnd no other man conventi- down upon. Nonetheless, thay highly appreciate 
Chally entore inio eompatiion by offering tho their love of (ruth, etendfastness jn ftlendship 
Sime cavviges, The Barber and the rehman and promisoo, engaging hospitality, courage and 
> the same s¥stom. A Gout ¢ hes sndurance, However, the poople ‘of the. valley 
beeen kept In some eclonio of sto ala aiald of PHutt Ghulyan soroor, 
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Status of Tribal Communities of Orissa 


Orissa hes 2 large concentration of tribal 
population In the country next to Maherast 

‘and Madhya Pradesh, There are 62 Scheduled 
‘Tribes In the State of Orissa, out of tho total 
‘number of 427 in the County, They range from 


‘very small groups to very large ones, The total 
‘ribet population of the State as per 1991 
Consus Is 7,032,214, out of which 948 por 


cont tive In rural aro 
In urban arose, 


‘The wibes of Orissa are ethno-tinguistcally 
classifiable Into. threw catogori, namely 
() Austro-Avlaic (Mundarl), (i) Dravidian, and 
(U7) Indo-Aryan, Tribat communitis belonging 
‘0 the Austro-Aslatic category mainly inhabit 
‘North Orissa, excepting Bada Gadabs, Bonde, 
Didayi, Parenga and Saora who inhabit South 
rasa, Tho tribal communities of the Dravidian 
‘category are mostly confined to South Orisa, 
‘excepting Oraon, who Inhabit North Orisea, 
‘And tho tibel communis of the Indo-Aryan 
‘catogory are ecattored all over the State, The 
Important tbat communities of the Austro-Aslatic, 
Category in Orisea ore: Boda Gadaba, Birhor, 
jonde, Bhumlja, Diday, J 
‘Munda, Parenga, Santal_ and 
Dravidian category includes: Gond, 
Kandha, Koye, Ollar Gadaba and Oraon, 
Indo-Aryan category comiaine among othore 
Bathudl, Bhulyan, Bhumija and Saunti, Among 
the tribes of Orisse, the numerically superior 
‘ones are : Bathudl, Bhottada, Bhulyan, Bhumi 
Gond, Kharia, Kendha, Kisan, Kolha,  Munde 
Oraon, Persja, Santal, Seora and Shabar whoreas 
‘the tribes that ere peculiar or special to Orissa 
‘are tho Didayi, Bathudi, Bonde, Juang, Kot 
‘end Dongria Kandha, 


‘Tribal communities bslonging to Austroa- 
siatie familios have 

languages; whereas tribal 
‘communitios of the Indo-Aryan category speak 
various regional dialects, which aro variants of 


‘and only 6°2 per cont 


NK, Bohure 


the standard Oriya, among tho Austo-Asiatio 
tubal communis nine diferont languages aro 
sBokan, namoly Sora (Sa0r8), Gorum (Parenga), 
Gutab (Gadabey, Romo (Bonde), Khai (Kheria/ 
Miedna), Juang. (Juana), — Santa, (Sant 
Mundorl(Mundo/Bhumllo) and Ho | (Ho/Kol). 
‘Among the tidal communis of the Dravcion 
language family eight eiffront ora anguego 

Kondo (Kondadora), Kaye 
(Koya), Kul (Phulboni Kondhe), Kuvi (Koreput 
Kandhop, Madia (Media), Oli "(Ollar Gadabay, 
Pat (Parale), and Pengu (Pango Para). Various 
reglonal ~dialcts spoken by the Indo-Aryan 
Category of tibal communities, Include—Deui, 


sharia, Matie, Bhat, Holbi, Bhunjla (all thoee 
‘10 spoken in Southorn Orissa), Bathuel, Bhulyan, 
Kurmali, Saunt (all these are spoken In Northern 


Oris), Sadi, Lar 
‘and Banjore 
Orissa), 


Bhulia, Aghia, Binjhle 
il those are spoken In Westorn 


Some of the major tibal communities of 
Oviesa parttoularly the Santal, Ho, Stora end 
‘Kandha have devised ecripts for their respective 
langueges, And now they heve started produ- 
cing literature in tholr texpective languages. In 
thie venture Santals are ahoad of others, During 
‘tho past fow dacedes, with tho advancement 
of literacy end educstion, members of | Som 
Mundo, Ho, Seora, Kondha and Kisan tl 
Communities have been trying to steer now 
‘ultural identities for thelr respective commu. 
nities through politieo-cultural “Rank-Path”, 
‘A majority of the tribal communities of 
the Stats Inhabit the Easter Ghat hill range 
Which runs across the Stato from South to North, 
‘Tribal communities aro dietributod in slmost 
‘tho districts including those In the coastal belt 
Didayl, Bonda, Gadabe and Koya in Southom 


Orissa ‘and Juang in Northern tive In 
compact areas, while Saora, Kendhe, Gond, 
Bhuinya, Santal_ ond Munda have 0 wide 


distribution, 


10 


x 


Sections of Gadaba, Matia, S2ore, Kondha, 
Bhuiyan, Jutng, Bathuai and’ Bhumijo have 
‘embraced Hinduism for @ long time now. Thay 
Propiteate a number of Hindu Gode and 
Goddesses end observe some Hindu fasts and 
Similarly sections of Munda, Oraon, 

Saora and Kandha have bean 
converted to Christianity, But all those who 
havo ithor taken to Hinduism or Christianity 
have got completely eschewed thelr tibal 
hhortage, They continue to profess Animism ar 
{acts of tribal culture, Rest other bal people 
‘and rotain their respective  angua- 
al worldview. However, duting past 
fow decedos tho general tondency of all tibet 
People has boon to fastidiously retain thelr 
respective ethnic idantitios for politica-economic 
‘Gains, This is the outcome of the process of 
politica! modernisation which is going on 
during the past four docedes, Educated 
mombers of Santal, Munda, Oraon and Ho 
communities have chosen ‘political rank-path’ 
In order to remove hegemony of non-tbals from 
their societis, However, notwithstanding the 
current processes of acculturation vibal commu- 
nities of Orisss can be classified into tho 
following six categories -— 


() Huntor-Gathorer-nomads living in hilly 
and forest areas and are some what 
isolated; 


) 


(i) Simple anisans tving in hilly and tor 


areas ; 
Humter-Getherer-shitting 
living in hilly 8nd forest areas 
somewhat Isolsted; 
Settled agricultuiss, echno-economi= 
cally somowhat on’ par with thelr 
neighbouring peasant communition; 
and 
‘Tho industrial and urban unskilld and 
‘somi-skiled workor 

‘Tho only tbe of the first category in Orlane 

the Mankidi/Mankirdia or Bithor,  Mombers 
Of this tribe. are well known. for their traditional 
rectico of _monkey-catching. Apart trom 
depending upon hunting and gathering for 
subsistence, they alto earn part of their livelihood 
fram rope-making out of wild fibros, These 
‘tibal communities aro mostly found in Mayur 
bbhanj, Keonjhar and Sundergarh districts. They 


" 


cultivators 
and 


m 


” 


m™ 


live In teoleted small bande or groupe. With 
their primkive technology, limited skill and ine 
flinching commitment to custom and ritual obser 
‘vances, they lead a simple life in the forest, Their 
‘world view is tuned to the eco-system of their 
forest habitet, The population of Mankitdia of 
Birhor in Oris though is smal, yet the type. of 
Impact ite members exert on the ever-depleting 
forest resources is quite conspicuous, 


‘The Koye inhabit the Malkangltidietret, 
‘They are the only pastoral and cettlo-breeding 
tribal community in Orissa. Tho main prop of 
the economy of the Koya is the practice of 
shifting cultivation coupled with eattle- breeding, 
In the past, when their habitat was serene, 
thoy used to supplement their livelihood. by 
hunting. and gathoring of various food materials 
‘fom the forest, Large scale doforestation in 
the Koya territory has teken place for the 
Yesettlomont of refugees from Bangladesh, 
Traditional economy of the Koyas has” enor- 
mouely boon affected, 


In Orises Mahall, Juang (Hindulsed section 
only, and Kol-Lohsr@ are the simple artisan 
{riba communities. The Mahali and Juangs 
rectise besketyy and the Kol-Lohera 

blacksmiths by profession. Mehzlis end Juangs 
‘snow confronted with “the problem of 
scarcity of cow materiale, and therefore they 
fro hard-pressed. Similarly the Kol-Lohera, 
with their primitive technology, ate not able to 
‘compete with machine-made agrieultur 


‘ments in tho market, These arisen 
Sommuunitios are gotting more and more 
improverished, 


‘The wibes whose economy revolves oround 
the practise of shitting cultivation in add 
to hunting and gathering are many In OF 
In Northern Orissa the Juno, Paurl Bhuiyan, 
Hill Kharia and in Southern Orissa the Kandhas, 
Saore, Parengs, Didayi, Dharve, Bonda and 
Koya practio shifting cultivation ae thelr main 
‘economic Pursuit. ‘They invariably supplement 
‘their shitting cultivation economy by. food 
‘athering and hunting a8 production of shitting 
Ccukivation plots Is low, shifting cultivation te 
‘oseontially @ rogulated sequence of | frocedute 
dosigned to open up and bring under cultivation 
atcheo of forestlands, tually hill slopes, 


In shifing cultivation practitioners 
follow @ pattem of cycle of activitiod which 
fro as follows; (/) Sélection of patch of 
hill slope or forest land by the leadership of 


‘and distribution or allotment =of 


the village, 


‘and closing of the existing Vegetation 
and bofore summer months after 
‘of necessary religious rites: 
piling up of withered fogs, bushes and 


tho 
‘monsoon rains: 
(¥) hosing and sowing of veeds with regular 
Sommmencemsnt of monsoon ralns by both mon 
‘and women; (vi) erude bunding and weading 
activities follow after sprouting of seeds 
(vil) watobing end protecting tho plants and 
Stops till harvest though day ond night: 
(vill harvesting and collecting eran 
(xy threshing and storing of corns and grains 
‘end (x) observance of the closing ritual Is 
‘secompanied by morry-making, 

In the entire operational procosa ali the 
members of the family ere Involved in some 
way of the othor, Work Is distibuted | em 
‘the members of the famly, However, the heed 
of tho family sssiimes 2. reaponaibilitiog 
In the practice and cpetation of shitting 
vation, 

Shiting cutivation a not 
fseonomic purault for these tidal 
ft accounts for thelr total way of alr 

structure, aconamy, peltieal organisation 
to the Practica of 


However, shitting c 


praction, it causor doforeatay erosion 
‘and degradation of land, By doforestation 
‘oll loses its retention capacity. The 
‘tub-soll gots washed ayay and the underlying 


fooks and boulders are gradually expo0es, 
Slowly and stoadily tho streams down tho hills 
‘dry up. Heavy allts during the raios flow into 
the rivor basins, plains ond valaye, Extensive, 
deforestation influences tho rainfall, and 
‘consequently, the fe of the animals and 
forest resources ar alvo affected, It alao 
Generator nomadic habits among the Practi- 
‘loners, 

tn tho past, land in the bat areas of 
Orissa had not been surveyed and settled in 
the name of occupants. Thorefore, trbal 
people wielded thoir traditional rights over the 
lands they occupied and realy praatieed 
‘hitting cultivation on forest—ciad ill slopes 
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‘There wore two traditions! eystems of land 
‘tenure prevalent among the tribes of Orissa. 
‘Among the tribes of northern Orises. land, forest 
‘ond other resources were communelly owned, 
‘and thus the annual distibution of plots on tho 
hil slopes for the practice of shifting cultivation 
wore being dons in a corporate manner, Where 
‘among the tribes of southern Orissa all such 
lands ond other natural resources. wore under 
the conttal of the village (iba!) heaémen, who 


Intending practitioners, And sincy the emarg 
of the new forest policy in 1952, 1976 ond 19% 
‘and complation of survey and. sattioment of land 
In tribal aroas, tho traditional land tenure system 
haa dwindled. Tho tribal people ro. now  tolt 
With limited amount of land in tholr respective 
habitats for tho practice of shifting cultivation 

ely, In tho past tho recuporstive cycle 
of shifting cultivation plots used to be 12 to 18 
yours: but now It has been reduced to 9 to 5 
‘yours. Thus, the productivity of tho fond gets 
progressively reduced. The practitioners of sifting 
eultivation ara economically very much herd 
Drastod now. In Orissa an aren of 1,58,082 oq 
ons. is undo? the practice of shitting ‘cultivation 
‘and # population of 2,62,72,086 ls dependent on 
Fr (1981 Consus). 


In south Oriess, particulary in the habitats of 
Gadabs, Saor and Kandhe triba! communities 
‘paces have boon consteucted slong hill slopes 
for tho practico af wat-eultivation. This is 
towards sotled agriculture, In ter 

the available ill sopes. are fully u 
available water of hill streams ate tapped for 
Cultivation throughout the yoar #e water Slows 
{rom one terrace to another in downwara motion 
‘The terrace walls are rivatted and packed yilth 
owldeta, which provent soil orostan 
lage oxtent, "In these terfacos paddy, 
‘maize and millets are grown, 


{n Orissa the category of sowed agricultural 
tribes includes: Santal, Munda, Ho, Oracn, Gone, 
Doahle Kandha, Savata, Kisan, Bhumlja, Bathudl 
‘and Gadaba, They also ‘depend on forest, 
Wherever possible, in valying  propottion, fot 
‘gathering and hunting, Tribal agriculture in 
Orissa |s characterised by unproductive and 
‘uneconomic holdings, land alivnation, lack of 
Iiigation fects in the undulating terrains of 
‘the tribal hebitat, chronfe indabtodnoss, tack of 
e8sy or soft cradit facilities and uso of traditional 
‘kill and primitive Implements. In general. thoy 
rai only one orop during monsoon season, and 


‘therefore have to supplemsnt their sconomy by 
subsidiary economic activities. such as, soasanal 
migration to othar places for wage earning. The 
limpact agricultural madetnisation on them 
quite negligible. 

A siguble agglomeration of tribal population 
in Orisa has "2.04 t9 mining. Induseial and 
luroay or for a.taing a regular living a8 wage: 
fabaur. Migration is almost a continuous 
process. Parsons and whole families move slther 
tompararily or permanently to mining locations. 
indusvial sites and urban cantes. for wage- 
eaming. During the past three decades the 
procass of industrial urbanization in the vibal 
balt of Ovissa nas boan accelerated through the 
‘operation of mines and sstabishmaat of indsris, 
Mostly parsons and families from selativaly 
advanced tbat communities, such as, Samal, 
Munda, Ho, Orson, Gond, Kisan, Saver and 
Kandna hava takon to this’ economic pursuit in 
‘order to overcome their object indigence. 


In some cases industratisation and mining 
‘operations in Orissa have led t0 uprooting of 
tribal villages, and the displaced have become 
Industial nomads, Thay fost their homes, herth 
and immovable vssets. Thus, they have become 
‘unamployed and have boon subject to unneaithy 
Compatition in th» uncyrtain labour market. 
Howaver, 9 a ratult of oxnr exposure to urban 
culture the lavel of their aspieation in most cases 
‘has ovzalated, although they have no abiliy 0 
fulfil hair mounting aspirations. “Thus, the wet 
J fusiration,. the process ot tribal develop 
mont has amiligraive measures for the 
‘migrant tibtl papulotion. & package a develop 
mont 934 bs davisad to halt the process. of 
‘myratin of vib} paoate to urban and industriat 
11998 from chair native villages. ta the eapitali- 
sticatmaszhore of urban culture tbl people are 
lasing self-confidence. Narmally the porsonality 
cof a tribal person is endowed with an over- 
owaring aanse of realism and pragmatism. 


PLANNED DEVELOPMENT AND THE 
TRIBES OF ORISSA 

‘The proportion of tribal population to the 
total population of the State is nearly 2222 
eer cent, which is much above the national 
‘average of 7°76 per cont, Nearly 39°91 lakh 
‘iba! people inhabit an area of about 43-23, 
er cent ofthe total land surface of the State, 
‘specially declared a Scheduled Aros; and 518. 
lakh tribal peaple reside in MADA, Clustor and 
Micra Project Areas. Tho rest of 14°08 lakh 
tiibal peoale ara dispersed in other areas of the 
Stato, 
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{In terms ofthe concentration of tribal popu 
{ation the districts of Mayurbhanj (57°67,per cent), 
‘undivided Koraput (55°22 per cent), and 


Sundergeth (51°26 per cont) have more than 
50 per cent each; whareas Keonjhar (44°82 per 
cent), Phulbsni_ (38°94 per cent) and undivided 
Kalahondi (31°28 per cent) have more than 30 
‘ber cont o3ch, 


In the remaining disticts the 
Yess than 20 


Constitution of Inis makes comprehensive 
‘rovision for the Socio-Economic Develooment of 
Scheduled tribes and for prevention of their ox 
Ploitation by other groups of the society, Article 
48 of tho Consiitution requires the State (both 
Coniral and State Governmant) to promote with 
‘special care the educttional and economic Inte- 
‘taste of the weaker soctions and in particular, of 
‘Scheduled Castes end Scheduled Tribes, and to 
‘protect them from social injustice end all” forms 
‘of exploitation, 

Up to the end of Fourth Five-year Pla 
Period development of Scheduled Tribes wa 
Scoepted as the general goal, and programmes 
ware implemoated through Community  Obvelop- 
‘mont Blocks, Special Multipurpose Blocks, and 
Frioai Development Blocks, No. szeclal_ appre: 
‘iton was made in the formulation of Schemes, 
‘kea>iog in view the neods of those communitios 
‘and thoi respective core cules, A detailed 
‘and comprehensive review of the problems of 
sitfoent tribal communities wes taken up on the 
‘0v0 of the Fifth Five-year Plon etiod, and 
result the 
‘evolved. The Sub-plan approach has boon in 
‘operation since the beginning of the Fifth Fi 


Within ths area of Tribal Sub-plan Integrated 
‘Ttibol Development Projects or Agoncies ((TDPs/ 
FTDAS) wore set up as nodal agoncias to prepare 
‘lens for development to implement Projects, to 
‘co-ordinate sectoral activities and monitor the 
progress of works. In Orissa 21 ITDAS, have 
‘been set up covering 118 Blocks over an srea of 
'86,516°69 eq. kms, and a Scheduled Tribe popu- 
Jation of more than $370 lakh, The ITDAs, ao: 
(1) Battiguda, (2) Beripada, (3) Bonsi, (4) 
‘Champua, (5) Gunpur, (6) Jeypore, (7) Kaptipads, 
(8) Keranji2, (8) Keonjhar, (10) Koraput, (11) 
Kuchinda, (12) Matkangiri, (13) Nowrengpur, 
(14) Nilagi, (15) Penposh, (18) Paralakhemundi, 
(17) Phufbani, (18) Rairangpur, (19) Reyageda 
(20) Sundargada, and (21) Thusmal-Rampur. 


‘Towards the end of the Fifth Plan period, 
Moditied Aree Development Approech (MADA} 
‘was adopted to cover smeller sroas of concentra 
Thus arees, having 


‘as MADA pockets, 


to 
ow 45 MADA pockets in operetion covering 
47 Blocks and # Scheduled Tribe population 


fof more then 486 lakh During the Fifth 
Five-Year Plan period too 2 decision was 
taken to teat the primitive tibet communities 6s 
special catogoris for whom specific core progr 
tmmes were t0 be formulated ond implemented 
for their all-round evelopment. in Orissa 12 
uch groups have been identified, nemely (1) 
Bithor, (2) Bonds, (3) Didey, (4) Oongria 
Kandhe, (8) Juang, (6) Knevia, (7) Kutla Kenche, 
(8) Lanjie Saora, (9) Lodhe, (10) Mankici, 
(11) Pauti Bhuiyan end (12) Seora, hero are 
fltogether 18 Micro. Projects in operatic in 
(Orissa, Among the Paurl Bhuiven there are two, 
‘and for the Lanjle Seora there a three Micro 
Projects, Those wibel communities heve been 
Identified as crimitive on the basis of the crterie 
‘of thelr pro-egricultural economy, low level of 
literacy and inhospitable as woll 8 inated hebi- 
tats, These 15 Micro Projects cover a Scheduled 
‘Tribe population of 42,484, And during the middle 
‘of tho Seventh Five-Yoor Pian period (1988—20) 
smo! ‘of wibal concentisticn, called 
clusters were identified, A cluster is 8 group 
‘of contiguous villages having @ population of 
6,000 ot more, ond £0 per cent of which must 
be tribals. In Orissa 12 clusters, 
covering 263 villeg 
population of 44,548, 

In the Teibel Sub-Plan for the Eighth Plan 
(1992—97) document it has been mentioned 

ch Scheduled Trite population 

‘covered under ITDAs, MADA, 
Cluster end Micro Projects (1891: 1). The 
rest of 14°08 lakke Scheduled Thibe population 
‘aro dispersed in other areas of the State end 
‘10 not covered under Special Thibel Develen- 
tment Programmes (1981 Census ficures. 

‘The adoption of TSP strategy has resulted 
{in the growth of adminisvative machinery in 
tribal areas stetting from the State level to 
Project areas, Protective laws enected by 
Central end State Governments to check 
oitation of tribals by unscrupulous non 
tribels are in force, Nevertheless repscious 
monoy-londers and private traders are operation 
Unhindered, Collection centres of Tribal 
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Development Co-operative Corporetion have 
been set up in interior qibel villages for 
purchsse of agticulturs! and minor fore 
produces from tribal pecple in order t0 ensu 
omuneretive prices to them and proteet them 
‘agairst exploitation. TOCC dces rot fulfil these 
objectives, becsuse it is # part of the Stato 
‘dminicwstive machinery. Collection end trading 
Of cortain items of forest produce such as, Saf 
‘seeds and Mohua flowers have been nations 
Used, which the wibel people cannot sell to 
‘non-Government agencies, This sort of State 
monopoly herms the interest of tribe! people, 

SECTORAL PROGRAMMES 

Agricutture 

It is the meinstey in the eccnomy 
liveincod of the tel communities «x 52°38 por 
‘cent of the tctal_ tibel workers are engcged in 
‘cultivetion and 362 per cent work as egrlcul- 
tual Ietoutets, They consider it more stable, 
lndepeedent and regular then tho allied 
stv. 


Productivity of tribal land 
because of various fectors, Tribal cultivator 
‘tll clings to the wadiione! practices and is 
‘til dependent on irregular monscen. Inigeticn 
facility, system of input supply, provisicn of 
timely institutional credit, training in Improved 
ry led farming, demorstretion of multiple 
‘cropping pattern and dicsemination of knowledge 
ia crcD diversification ‘yet to develop, 
adequately in wibel areas, The tibel fermer 
s neither been properly —motiveted nor 
educated to adept improved technology to 
increase egriculturel production. Moreover, the 
present lovel cf field demonstration is inade- 
‘quate in wibel avers as a Villege Agricultural 
‘Worker (VAW) hes to cover £10 villeges heving 
00 cultiveting femilies. Selo outlets of ‘sords, 
fertiliser ard fecticices ste rot sufficient In 
‘ibe! areas, The district level Adontive 
Resecich Stations ere suposed to evolve 
epprepuiete agroncmic practices for different 
eco-climetic arees. But in reelity such institu- 
tions hve not contributed to the evelopment 
cf agriculture emeng the wibel Feople. 
“soil Conservation 
Soil erosion is en ecute problem in the 
tribel habiter, because of tepid deforestation, 
In the slopy uplends top soll is washed eway 
‘during monsoon for want of any conservetion 
messures. Gully erosion is widespread on 
treeless slopy lends, Conservation mesures, 


Is very tow 


fre not adequate to protect cultivable fend 
being weshed awey by the run-off water 
ceausing ravines. The tibal is Blamed for ths, 
bocauss ho practises shifting cultivation on hil 
slopes. But he has no slternative source of 
IIvalihood; hence he practises it 


Soll conso.vation measures constinute & 
package which includes wee plantation, land 
Sovolopment, water harvesting stuctur>, soll 
onsarvation structure, vegetative stabilisation, 
building of multitier canopy, conservation 
roping. rehabilttion of degraded forest and 
constriction of diversion channels, Tribal people 
Will bo the major sulfrers of tha menace of soll 
erosion, if soll conservation measures ere not 
reinforced within shortest possible tine. 


Horticutu 

Like agriculture, honicuture toe belongs to 
the core sector of tribel economy. Tribal people 
In gonoral are goad horticulturists, and their 
love for end knowledge of tres is remeriable. 
Fruit-boking toss occupy 8 special place in 
the life end cultue of tribal people. 
Honticultye is popular among the Saors and 
Dongris Kandha. Other tribal communities of 
course depend on fruitbearing tress 28 
aitomative fod items, such 2s, mango, jack- 
‘tult, plums, bertes, etc. With the plantation of 
fult-bearing tro0s in areas where shifting 
‘cultivation i practised, more remunerative lord 
luse can be ensured. which will hold the 
prospect of improving the economic condition of 
‘ribs! people. 

Plant nurseries snd trut orchards be 
‘established in tribal areas in an extensive manner 
fo a8 {0 attract tribal people towards horti- 
culture, And thay be persuaded and encouraged 
10 teko up plantation of short-term fruits ike 
‘banana and plnsepplo in compsct patches. 
Cteus plantation is quite rewarding, ond tribal 
poople bu encouraged to take up this on Posy 
Tavaged porches. And simultaneously foie price 
‘shops be opened in tribal areas extensively for 


purchase of tribal agricultural and hort 
feultural produces, But wherever such shops 
fa there, they do. not function elfectively and 


‘thus exploitation continues, 


Problem of Land 

Land and forest constitute the resource base 
fof tiboI people. Usurpation of the land of 
ttibal people is a major problem. Hance the 
"urgent necessity of preparation of correct record 
‘of-rights end updsting them rests with the 
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State Government. In the absence of corect 
land records, which confer both title and 
Possession, the tibsl peopl? face dificuties in 

from ingttutlonat 


Revenue Courts and 
Civil Courts also findit difficult touphold the 
rights of the tribal people in the absence of 
up-to-date records 
Co-operation 

Co-operative Instiutions we expected to 
ppley © significant role in the socio-economic 
‘development of tibal people. Their exploitation 
ln the field of credit as woll as marketing 
‘can be checked if co-operative Institutions 
function 88 per their objectives. They continue 
to be exploited in the sale of their surplus 
‘agriculturel ond minor forest proauces. They at 
by and large igcorant of the cumbersome 
Procedure of co-operative institutions, 


Procedural training progremmes be conducted 
‘among the tribal people so as to attract thom 
Jn big way towards co-operative institutions. 
Besides, forest labour contract co-operative 
societies be organised in potential areas to. seve 
the forest labourers from exploitation. 


Forest and Development of Tri 

Forest plays en important role in the lite of 
‘wibal people. Itesters to their besic needs by 
providing food, water, fibres, fodder, timber and 
ssleable minor forest produce. The life and 
culture of the tribal people are clcsoly linked 
with the forest. 


The economy of several tibsl communities, 
particularly those of the primitive groups, 
twrolves around forest and forest produces. 
‘Minor forest produes constitutes 16 to £0 per 
cont of the Income of several wibel fanilies 
‘Therefore, forestry programmes will have to be 
‘designed in accordance with the soclo-economic 
fabric of the tibal communities, The linkage 
betwoan development of forest and development 
of tribes be strengthen notwithetand!ng_ th 
ooo of 6017 sq, kms, of forest berweon 1983 
‘and 1987, becouse the tribal people alone 
cannot be held responsible for this ravage. 


The evolving national forest policy hal 
‘stiadily erodee tho tacitione! righis of tbs 
‘people on forest from 1952 onwards. Their 
fights have been converted into. certain 
concessions. Tribal poople cannot be alienated 
‘rom forest. 


[Animal resources and the tribes 

‘Traditionally enimal husbandry has been an 
Important secondary source of livelihood of tibal 
people. Rearing of mich and draught cat, 

‘well as smaller animals and birds has beon 
‘an Insaparable aspect of tribal life. Tribal 
[peopls domasticate goats, pigs, poultry apart 
fram catia, 


‘Appropriat low-cost livestock be provided 
10 tho tribal poople for rassing the level of 
thoir Income, Tho4e animals be solected koop- 
ing in view the g?o-cllmotic consition of the 
Intended banoficiarios, Extensive training 
Drogrammes in animal husbandry be. conducted 
{or tribal buneficiarles, Dalry and poultyy co-ope: 
tative bo organisod for the benefit of landless 
tribal people, Arrangement for cegular mark 
ting of milk and. poultry be made, and timely 


av 
In tb 
Inadequate, 


In the TSP aos thero aro 
Vetorinary Hospitele and Dispensaries to look 


88. lakh bovine popul 
Inadequato, 


lon, This is utterly 


Hoalth and Family Welfare : 


‘Tho objctive of Health Policy of tho country 
{is to provide health aro consisting of provontive, 
romotive ond euritive to all Sections of 
tho soclaty, All those ‘aro rlatvoly 
poor in tribal areas. In pursuanco of the 
National Health Policy it is proposed to establish 
fone P. H.C, for avery 20,000. population ond 
‘one Sub-Contre for every 2000 population in 
‘vidal areas, At tho moment health care services 
utterly. Inadequate, Therefore, primarily for 
‘this res80n tribal People continue to dopend on 
their traditional shamana or 
‘and 
‘alongside perform magico-religious rites whereby 
the vietim Is forced to make Imorovident expendi 
ture, 


Drinking Water-Supply: 

The problem of providing safe drinking water 
in tribal arees fg acute bacauso the sub-soil water 
lovel is very low. Out of 19,204 villages in. the 
‘TSP. area, tho Stato Governmont have identified 
17,148 villages as drinking water problem 
villages, A Stete Government document states 
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‘that by the ond of Soventh Plan Period 16,014 
villages: have been covered, and the rest 1134 
villages would be sttendad to during. the Eighth 
Plan Pariod, However, the empirical situation is 
Indeed different. 


Road communication : 


Tribal areas aro deficient in road communication, 
Viages in vidal aroas are sesttored and dispersed 
fand do not have proper rond_ communication 
system, Unloss a proper notwork of roads in the 
fer flung tribal areas ie doveloped the tbl people 
‘and tbat argas will continue to be nogiected, The 
geographical condition of tho tribal araas in the 
Stato demande construction of @ large number of 
Small bridges and cross drainage works to make 
the communication all-weather. Improvement of 
the system of communication is @ necessorY pra- 


Condition for soolo-aeonomic and educational 
dovolopmont 
Human resources development ant 
Education, 


Education and human resources dovelopment 
akoy footer for austalning development. of 
tube! people 


ue to goo-nistoriea! 1 
fof the Steto of Crises, wore ga 
Sime of educational and 
backardnos, 

Who sp0ak ae many 


economic 
‘Thore ot 62 Scheduled tribes 


74 languagos/dialoce, 


Education is « basic input cf development 
ios awarenoss. ond consciousness, 
' porton about all the phenomena 
‘around him, Scheduled tribes are educationelly 
backward thon othors. Thore ate many 
hindrences in the promotion of education among 
them. Firstly sending of children to schools 
‘ntalis economic less and dislocstion inthe 
day-to-day activities of the family. During the 
‘gricuttural season boys work in the fds with 
their parents ond girls keep on watching the 
Younger children, There are other constrains 
too, such a6, teachor-punil communication 
barter, medium of instruction in. pre-primary 
classes, curiculum, school timing, location of 
soho0ls, indigence of the family, peental attitude 
et0, 


From the available literecy figures it is. evident thet Scheduled Tribes 
ward, But literacy is not education. 


PERCENTAGE OF LITERACY IN ORISSA 


‘ate educationally beck: 


= Decade Year State Averone ‘Scheduled Tribes 
a Niele Female ‘Total vials Toul 
o @ ® ) © © o 
1961 347 86 2168 1300 ve 738 
joss 031308 2602 164 26 96 
rr ed 3675 na 41398 
1991 2373640 4e55 * ~ 
However, literacy is en essential aspect of human dignity, Educstion Is equated with 
acqtetien st aatenatie knowldge, mental and moral development through Instuction- It Wide 
4 fe'improvement of faculies and broadening of vision, 
‘The Stato Government have established different types of schools for tibet students. 
‘An dea canbe mede about them from the following table:— 
UST OF SCHOOLS FOR TRIBAL STUDENTS 
Type of Schools Within Sub-Plon’ Outside Sub-Plan Total number 
ri en ‘Aree of Schools 
@ @ o © 
on = 680 ua 1082 
2, Residential Sevashrams ca 4 4 
3, Astvam Schools— 
(2) Boys 2 70 
(6) Girls 9 29 
4. High Schools 40 129 
(2) Boys x 6 a7 
‘ ‘There ae 1,092 Sevashvems which ere non- Although such provislone attract «large 
(eet plimary, Schools: and there ste umber of wibel boys and gis, there hes 
sseenticl“Sevestvems —(Primery Schocls). simultaneously # large number of drop-outs 
pe ‘Al Ashram schools ate Residential Middle from Schools, particularly at the Pre-Primery end 
ahs There are. 70. such Schools fot the Primary levels, Poverty is the mejor factor 


boys and 29 for oils. The total number of 
High Schools, both junior and senior, is 1.661 
and out of this 129 are meant for boys end 
237 for gifs. These High Schools have residentiat 
facilities both for Boys and ils. Besides there 
'o hostels at the Stato capital for S.T. and S. C. 
tudores. Facilities like eward of Pre-Matric ond 
Post-Matric Scholarshios. supply of free 
hationalised text books. reading and writing 
Imeterials, beds, utensils, garments ond specie! 
osching are avaliable fo the S. T. students, 


of drop-cute, There are other factors, which 
Inadequeey 


cf hostel facility, non: 
‘of teachers, deley In payment of stipend and 
leck of ccmmunication fecilities. Resiéertiel 
Sevashrems will seve to reduce the magnitude 
fof drop-outs at the Pre-Primery and Primary 
levels. In the Stete only 9 per cent Seveshrems 
‘re residentist. 


” 


All thess schools impart general education, 
which enables the educants to be ligible for 
Clerical and such other jobs, Thore iso effort 
to improve the quality of human material. Thore 
should be planned effort for development of 
hhuman resources. 

Conclusion 

Tribal Dov: 
com 
No individual attention |_boing 
‘weakest among tho woak. Similarly, 0% a 
is mado to ovetcomo individual "deficiencies. 
Evtablishmont of a socialistic pattorn of ‘society 
‘though is the goal of tho nation the developmont 
process creates class system among tho erstwhile 
homogenous people. Tho twenty-ninth Report 
fof tho Commissioner for Schoduled Costes and 
Scheduled Tribes pointe out. this dualistic 
system which Is gotting established in the 
country, It states that: “The modern organised 
sector comprisss tho upper segment of this 
System whl the traditional unorganised sector 
Comprises the lower segment consequently even 
among. the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
‘ribes, two different segmente ate getting ostabi- 
shed exactly inthe samo fashion’ (1990:1) 


Manapatra slso corroborates this phenomenon. 
Ho states that tribal leaders working with self- 
Jnterest create claavages In thelr own community 
(1977-7). Ho further stotes that; "The resources 
fuhich ar® flowing for the economic benefit, ir 
ja often complained, are comnored, in several 
ddovious wave by thelt own "brathren”” belonging 


fither 0. the profession or even their own 


‘lected representatives” (ibid). 


“The educated tribal elites in most cases have 
‘become “marginal men’ in thelr own societies. 
‘Thay do not hesitate to explolt even thelr 
‘own brothren. The unlattered, ignorant and 


fsimplo-mindod tribesman stil finde himaott in 
the Immonsity of darkness ond scourge of 
poverty. 


SUGGESTIONS 

1, Thore should bo long term porspectivo 
planning, on tho basis of population projection, 
{0 remove indigonce and maka provision of tho 
basle neods in order to ensure a minimum 
standord of It. 

2, The problem of preparation of record of 
rights of the lands of tribal people be taken up 
(on priority basis by a committes consisting of 
Duroaucrats, lawyers, and soclal scentits, 


3, Tiibel_ traditional rights aver common 
property resources be restored. Their ontilaments 
‘must not be Ignored, If this Is. ignoted sustal- 
able development cennot be ensured. 

4, All Sevashrams (Primary Schools) be 
converted to rosidentil type to prevent rampant 
drop-outs. 


5, Law may be enacted 10 sliminate tho 
‘well-off tubal peaple from the provision of 
Constitutional safeguards, #0 that justice ean 
‘be done to the desorving ones amongst them. 
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The Twonty.nlath Report 1987—B9, Now Delhi 


A Study of the Process of 
Primitive Tribes in 


Mayurbhanj is @ predominantly tribal distict 
‘and Is inhabited by almost all the major twibes 
fof Orissa, As por 1931 Consus the Tribal 
population of the dstict Is 901 lakhs, which is 
‘88% of the total population of the district. AS 
‘uch, tho district accounts for the highest 
coneSntrtion of wibale in the State of Orissa 
followed by Koraput (85%) and Sundargeth 
(61%), 53 different tribes are found in this 
istic, tha major smong them boing the Santale, 
Kols, Hos, Bhuiyans, Bsthudis and the Gonds, 
Esch of these 63 tribes have their own distin 
ctive life style, cultural heritage 2s well os 
separate dialects. 

‘The large number of hills and dense forests 
located at the centre of Mayurbhsnj district, 
streching over a vast area of nosrly one thousand 
five hundred square miles, constituto the 
‘Similipal hill range. Out of the gaogrsphical 
‘109 of 25°75 lakh acres of the district, an ares 
fof about 6 lakh scres is under forests. Only 
‘bout 10 lakh acres are cultivable land, the rast 
of the land being unguitablo for agricul 
‘Although. thoca are some activities on such 
sectors like mining and quary, industries and 
servicas, yet the economy is based predomi- 
rantly on agriculture and forest produce. About 
{85% of the People of the district depend upon 
‘agriculture as their’ main occupation, yet itis 
Ironict that most of the people of the district 
‘10 landless and work as labourers. About half 
the people vam thalr livelihood as daily wage- 
‘tines. Out of this population of nearly 8 lakhs 
who work a8 labourers, § lakh belong to the 
Scheduled Tribes. More than half such working 
force are tribal woman qumbsting about 3 lakh. 
The Hill Kharias and the Mankiedias, who 
the object of ur study ara two of the early 
sattors of Mayurbhanj distict. At present they 
live in and around the Similipal hill @age of the 
district. Theantire population of the Khari, 


Change in the life of the 
Mayurbhanj, Orissa 


Rojolaxmi Rath 


in Mayurbhan} smounts to 14,985 (1 
Cantus). They are primitive in al respecte. Thelt 
socio-economic condition le far below 
poverty line. Tha Hill Khorie is one of the 
‘sub-sectors of the Khari tibe. Tho Hill Kharlas 
‘are semi-nomadic and live jnside the Similipal 
hills The HillKharia settlements ore generally 
situated on hill-slops, high-ridges or In. jugly 
Clearings. Since thoy are primarily food gatherers 
‘and hunters, the Similipal hill sottoundings 
‘provide th» right abode for them. Thoy earn 
their livenood ftom minor forest producos like 
‘oats and tubers, honey, artowroots, 

taster, cocoons ee 

deeper forests for three 10 four days a Weok, 
‘stay in leafy hutmonts, collect 2s much se they 
an snd return to their settlements to exhsust 
whst they have collected during the reet of the 
week. 


Howover, many of them also move to other 
parts of the district In search of ‘tivelihood, 
‘Therefore, some of them are found Interspersed 
with local peasant communities in certain parts 
cof the district. Their association with the gene- 
‘al population has ereated an interest In thom to 
take up agrleuiture and Animal Husbendry, 
Boing largely landless, resourceless, uncklled and 
iMgerate, ‘most of the Hill Kharia population 
primarily thrive upon wage earning as agrleultue 
‘al lebouters. But the other section of Hill. 
Kharies, who hove stayed on in thelr original 
forest habitat have remained primitive, bockword 
‘and conservative. This significant differance. 
‘between both thess eections has brought about 
‘social, cultural end economic dichotomy of the 
Mill Yherias of | Simiipel ils and the less 
primitive Hill Kharias living elsewhere in 
Mayurbhanj (Report on Mill Khatra), and 
Mankidis Development Agency Gudgudia 
(Mayutbhanj) 1986-90 : Pg. 8). 


‘According to the 1991 Census the 
Mankirdia population in the whole of Orissa 
ls 1,207 and only 373. in the distict of 
‘Mayurbhanj (Tribes of Orissa: H. T, W. Depart- 
mont, Government of Orissa: 9). They are 
‘nomadic and fall nto the category of hunting 
and food-gathering group of Scheduled Tribes 


‘Their economic setivity consists of rade 
tolations and exchange trensactions with 
local peasants, Instead of being settled up 


Jin a panicular place permanently, they live in 
‘and around tho Similipal Hills. They reside at 
2 place temporarily in leat-huts and wander 
from place to placo within a clroumserlbed 
‘yea In search Of food and collection of minor 
forest produces, Those Mankiedias aro andlogo 

‘to tho Blhors of Bihar, The reasons why the 
Birhore aro called Mankirdla is thet thoy love 
‘ating monkey's most ond are also. experts in 
fetching monkeys, In British India thoy were 
cused of Cennlbelism, The bellot persisted 


that the Monklias who wore once upon a 
time cannibsls would fondly fed upon tho 
flesh of a dying man end therefore would 
‘assemble in the house at the time of the 
oath of a followmen, But over a period of 
timo cannibalism has given way to eating 
‘thor animels, particularly monkeys. 


‘The Mankirdias aren aboriginal groups 
‘originating from the. seme Kolarian sources 
their more developed brothors like the Mundas 
Santals, Hos and Bhuiens, Thoy havo migrated 
from ‘he Chhotanagpur plawecu area of Bihar 
since long and Neve adopted the culty 
traditions of the. local ethnic groups while 
‘maintaining many of thelr original choractoristcs 
‘They speak a dialect of thoir own, which is 
‘an admixture of Mundari and Sentali words, 
[Now some of them have started understanding 
fand speaking Oriya duo to Intermittent contact 
‘with the local popula 

‘The Manklies are dotk-skinned, 
statured, ong 8, wavy haired ond 
broad nosed In appearance. They move trom 
place to place in difforont groups of 10 t0 1 


hort. 


‘These wendering bands ro called ‘Tendas 
‘They shift their “Tendes’ or settlements in 
‘search of livelihood in now arees ecoording to 
their nomadic way of life. Each family 
Constructs @ leaf-hut called “Kumbhe’, They 
‘set uP their gettlemonts in clearings, inside 
dense forests where ‘Sia’ creepers, animals 


particulary monkays end forest produce ere 
‘available, The “Kumbhas” ero scettered roughly 
in a circular path leaving 28 open space in 
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tho middio to conduct dan 
activities and daily 
‘F the leaf-hut Ie 
Sal leaves (Shores Robusta) roughly 8—7 
feet in diameter. The ontrance to the hut 
Consists of @ roctangluar rched opening about 
3°X2' in sizo and Is closed with @ dotzchable 
leat door at night, The leaf-hut is so we 

built that not a drop of water soaks into the 
hhut ven during tho heaviest downpour, The 
‘Mankidise, cook, eat and sloop Inside the 

Kumbhas, ‘Even ‘thoir pet dog, pig and foul 
live with thom in the seme. hut. The Manki= 
dias have simple household articles mado of 
mud, Mud vee ‘used for storing water and 
‘algo for cooking. They @ls0 possess a knife or 
somo sharp Implement for digging the earth, 
They sloop on lacally made mat end being 
very hardy and tough, do not supplement 
thelr boédings evan inthe bitterest of winter 


communal 


They are experts in roposmaking out of 
Sloli (Lama Bayer) fibres and weave mats. out 
‘of data.plam loaves, which they use for 
slooping, Tho sill ropes aro made into not 
for catching games especialy monkeys 
Tho sali ropes and nets are very important 
for thom, for thoy live by trapping and 
hunting, ‘Ove to their expertise in catching 
monkoye they ate called upon and employed: 
bby. local people to. cateh monkeys whan they 
‘roate havoc in rural areas. Thelr women aro 
robust, well-bullt and hordworking. They ave 
‘the t1Ue companions to the men in the life of 
Utter hardship, Like theit other ibe! counter 

parts they even arn for their family besides 
Tooking after the home and heorth, 


Identification of primitive Tribes 


ut of the population of 410 lakh Scheduled 
‘Tiibes in the countiy different tribes are at 
diferent stegos of dovolopment. The Chenchus, 
‘Juangs, Keder, Kurumbe, Andamenese, Bichor, 
‘tc, are the notable food-gathering vibes of 
India, Theo tibes subsists by hunting and 
‘otching animels ard by collecting fruits end 
foots trom the forests, With the result they 
totally dopend on nsture, The most backwerd 
‘among them have recsived tho attention of 
various study torms. The Dheber Commission 
(1961) appointed by the Government of india, 
identified the tribals to bo in four different 
stages of development. At the base level, the 
Commission identified a cless of tibals at 

‘extremely under-dovoloped stage, They felt 


r 


thet this lowest layer needed the utmost 
‘consideration. Hence they recommended that 
‘these sections should be mede the special 
‘concern of the respective State Governments. 
‘Morsover, the Chiet Executive Officers concorned 
with the implementation of the policies for 
protiction and development of these bes 
tthould be (netrveted with special resPonsibili- 
los 


Another study team on Tribal Develop- 
ment Programmes known es the Shilu Ao 
‘Toom (1969), retereted tho view of the Oheber 
Gommission thet this ‘lowest layer’ needed 
ltmost consideration, They suggested tothe 
Government to separete those who had bene 
{ited from the development programmes of the 
Government snd idontty the really backward 
‘communities for spacial attention (Report of the 
Woiking Group of Tribal Development during 
‘the Sixth Plan, 198085 October, 1980, Govern 


ment of Indie, Ministry of Home Alois, New 
Delhi). Consequently, ceteiled guidelines were 
iaeved for identiieticn of primitive tribal 


‘groups, The guidelines inter alt, stressed that 
thece groups have to be distinguiched from 
Jmpoverished groups and thet a ‘primitive’ 
forcup need not nececearly be poor. In the 
jentifcetion of primitive groupe, Stetes eve 
‘generally followed these norms which e— 
() Pre-agrieultwst level of technology. 
(it) Low level of literacy, and 
Aili) Stegnent ot swindling populetion 


Esch femily is considared ae distinct unit 
{for the programme, On these guidelines 62 
Communities, hes been identified 2s primitive 


til the "nd of 1979-80 in the whole of indie and 
9 In Oriese, Leter on few more wibos wo 
‘added to the list of primitive trite, In Ovisso 
12 tibet groups have been identified as 
primitive, They are: (1) Bondo, (2) Seora, 
(3) Kharia, (4) Mankirdie, (5) Kutis Konch, 
(6) Peudi Bhulane. (7) Juang, (8) Lenje Store, 
(8) Dengria Kandhs, (10) Didey,, (11) Lodke, 
(12) Birhor, 

Golng by the standards vot by the various 
Commietions ond Stey teams the Menkirdis 
‘ond. Kharla foll into the group of “Primitive 
‘Tiibos" end therefore deserve specie! ettention 
for devalopment, AS we have discussed earl, 
thelr total population In the district of Meyure 
bbhanj is 14,985 (Khaviss) and 378 (Mankiries) 
1s pet 1981 Census. These two primitive tribes 
not only land a primitive way of fe but also 


‘maintain 2 seminomadic existence. They subtist by 
hhonting and food gathering. Lieracy is at @ 
ety low level cf 208 per cent. Moreover, mass 
poverty, inaccecsible hbitet cnd the use of 
imple end rudimentary tools sve the charecte- 
tistics cf both the wibes, Their natural ebitat 
is in hospitable and incapable of supporting the 
frinimum level ot humsn existence, Depletion 
‘of forest res0urecs duo to extensive detorestation 
‘well a6 new regulations ageinst hunting end 
Ccathvring forest produce inside the protected 
ovest <roas ave Put hurdles in the tives of 
these tribal people, Similipal forest area, the 
fraturel abode of the Khorlts ond Mankirdios 
het been dectored os 2 “"Nationél Path’ and & 
“Reserved area’. The ambitious ‘Tipe Project’ 
Is elsc under operstion in this area, Under thes 
Cheumetences the Kharias end Menkirdies are 
‘side treckto and find litle or no scope to ceny 
‘Out thelr traditions! economic activities. There 
fre alco © large qumber of ther problems like 
‘dice gover, high iMiterecy, unemployment and 
lander develocment, malnutrition and il health, 
‘lcoholiem, many. forms of socio-economic 
fexploitetion, which eceounts for the general 
backwardness of both the communitss. 


‘The fist sttempt was made by the e¢minis- 
ation in the lete seventies to check the nomadic 
hrebite cf theee two “Primitive tibes’ anc to 
sett them in colonies. Etforts were also made 
fo rewire them with eltemetive sources of 
livelinood tke fend tvestock and other facilities, 
which would allure them into leeving their 
waditions! subsistence weys. The ices was to 
rebebifitete them so thst they can become 
pot of the malnstreem of scclety. Thete 
stfempts proved fuule and Inno time the 

ned thelr colonies 


iné went beck forests boceuse the 
‘schemes for ehebiltaticn were relther properly 
thought out nor carefully Implomeoted. 


Those who hed got @ house had not boen 
provided with ond oF even the fects of eqri= 
culture end irrigotion. To a¢d to it these stl 
iments were far away trom the lend allotted to 
them, Tho beipless tribals hed no way but to 
190 back to their lect hutments, into the deep 
forests and sostch for food at levst to whet their 
epretite. They ted their hands et citernetive 
‘nd crude cultivation in the fort trects but bore 
toe they met with litle or no success, Most of 
‘their cuitiveble lends were gredvally usurped 
‘away by the local sohuksts and. prosperous 
neighbours reducing them to. landless poor, 
‘Some members of the communities ukimataly 


landed up & wage-aarning labourers who were 
‘exploited end_never given 2 fair wage. 

‘Tho shortcomings of the ealier schemes 
promoted tha Government to devise more 
effective schomss by introducing innovations 
‘and improvements, On th» basis of ths date 
Collected after a diagnostic stvey_ taking into 
consideration the background of the primitive 
tubes, several micro projects have boen for 
‘ulated to aocolerato the process of davalopmient 
‘of the nowy indentified primitive tribal eommus 
nities, In thit background tha Hill Khoria and 
Mankirdia Primitive Tribe Dovslopmant Agency, 
Gudgudia in Mayurbhani district nas been consti- 
tuted in the year 1988. by the Governmant of 


Tribal Welfare Departmant. This project has been 
functioning since January, 1987. For the flex 
bility and oconaisotion in. administration the 
‘Agency hes beon rogistored under Sociatias Regi 
‘stration Act, 1980. This mioro project is one of 
‘the nine such mlero projocts currently under 
‘operation In different. areas of the Stat» for the 
avelopmant of the nine primitive tribes of Orissa, 


‘The tot=! geographical area of the Agency 
1s 12973 sq, Kilomattes, Tho schome is exclu: 
sively meant for the ‘Hill Kharias’ and *Mankivdi 
living in 21 identified. villagos in the Karanjia 
find Joshipur Blocks of Mayurbhanj. The house- 
hold aad population of Both the groups of people 


Orissa under the supervision of the Harljan and _are given in th» teble below: — 


Community No, of 
Households 
i) ® 
4. Mi Khari q 299 
2, Menkiia. 39 
Total 438 


1 wes decided that time-bound programmes 
shall bo oxeoutod by the Ageney within 8. period 
ff four yoars. Thee» programmes had imbued in 
them ho broader objectives of ringing about 
Inteitatid socio-economic devoloprrent of both 
to 800 that 
aitudas 
bonofilacias, The assistance 
was provided urdur various heads. 
Rohabilitetion 
Piitity was given t9 rehabilitating the. bane. 
ficlries and giving them housesto live in, Both 
‘the tribes lve in very poor and sub-human housing 
conditions, A survey undortaken by the Agency 
‘not only s20lt out this noed but iso the desire 
‘of many of the bensfciriss inthis direetion, 
Housing sites at Kendumundi for the Mankidios 
and ot Gudgudia for the Hill Kheria were salactod 
by th» project authorities in due consultation 
with the leadars. of both the _eommunitios. 
Kutcha housae with tiled roafs mado. by locally 
avalabla tiles wore conceived of at 2 cost of 
1,500 ach, The scheme was on a 100 per cent 
subsidy basis to be implomented in a phased 
‘manner. Financial assistance of Rs: 100°00 por 
‘year for three consecutive yoars per house wes 
Asclded to be given for repair and. maintenance. 


767 750 1817 


Agriculture 


1 was decided by the Agony to sti 

‘agriculture in order to give them 0 sottled 
‘economic base Both tho tribes depended on 
forest produce for their livethood. Both wore 
Ignorant of any ypo of cultivation. Tho Hill 
Khorlas hid somehow takon up unsystometic 
tnd érude cultivation in the high and diy. fovest 
tracts, but the nomadic Mankirdies tad never 
taken to culthation, In oder to earn thor lveli= 
hood and live decently the projact simed ot not 
only giving thom somo agriculture! land but leo 
basic” agtioukuret faclldes like ilgation and 
training ia agricultural methods, et, Ww: 
‘im of the sgoncy to sve thet agriculture should 
become their primary means of livelihood. | So 
far tha Kheria’s moi occupation was. gatherlng 
forest’ produces of many kinds, which they 
bbartored with the neighbouring poulation whero= 
‘8 the Mankiie’s Waditionel oocupation wos to 
{etch monkeys and make ropes, nets. and mats, 
‘tc, out of slalileaves, It was felt that once 
those soml-nomadie and nomadic wibes were 
sivon 9 puces house, some land and facilites for 
Agriculture, it would givo them a sonso of 
possession and hold them at one place and 
pravent them from wandering about the forest. 
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Livestock 

The prsjast also decided to give some. 
domestic animale ike cows, gzzts, shoo, fowl, 
ducks, pigs, et, which the tribal people would 


teat and thus gan2rats an additional income, 


Cottage Industry 
‘Tho project alsa decided to promote the skill 
of th Kharise.and Mankirdias by giving impotus 
sll in 


by way of cottage industry. Their 
ollscting forest produces an 

foted, Thay wore yiven 
tor tussar weaving, rope-meking -maciines, 
plato making machines In easy instalments so 
‘that they could arn more. money. Necessary 
taining in all these cottage Industries wos also 
provided. to. tha bonofllalos, sometimes with 
‘mall stiponds 2 encouragement. 


leaf 


Infrastructure Development Programmes: 

Both the primitive wibos lived In oxtrame 
Povaity snd literacy, Those two basle short 
coming wore tackled with utmost etre, The 
roject provided facilitias and incentives. for 
ro-school, primary and higher education 
Bosides, it was. also decided to impart adult 
‘education to adult members of those communities 
Heolth of tho beneficiaries being an important 
1axp00t, proper attention was given tothe faclition 


for havith cer, It was docided to supply 
nutrition and immunisation facilities to the 
school children, pregnant women and 


Tho above programmes wore drawn up attor 
‘conducting carstul surveys of the diagnostic 
‘pe, taking every single unit of family into 
Consideration by the authorities, It was thought 
that such an approach would bo of help to 
‘evolve sultable strategies and formulate specitic 
Action Plans for the dovelooment of these 
primitive communities. 


Equipaed with the above cloar-cut strategies 
and allotments from thy Harjan and. Tibot 
Welfore Department, the Agony with the Project 
Officer asthe key plunged into the impleman- 
tation of the programme, The task was onerous 
8 It involved. total displacement ond then 
rohabititation of the bereficaries, Based on 
data it is seon that aftor four years of 
developmant activities, much has boen achloved 
‘and tha impact has sproad to the 19. village 
Inhabited by 411 families, out of which 36 are 
Mankirdies and 376 ore Hill Khatias, 
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Impact of the Scheme on the Beneficiaries 

‘Alter four years of working of the Agency it 
Is observed. thet the administration has helped 
the tidal paoola_ in many ways, The Khar 
Mankirdia Mero Project, Jashipur, hos helped 
‘iveral Familias develop their agricultural” land 
allotted to them by tho Goverment. Paddy, 
‘Athar, Maize, Mill, Mustard and Groundout 
‘are boing culllated. Tho Agency hes provided 
Pump-sots and Lift Irlgation Points in some 
fields, Care I. also being taken to supply 
bullocks with insurence covers to help In 
ploughing and sprayer machines to spray in- 
pestisides whon required, Fertlisne ve. slso 
Supplied at @ highly subsidiond vate to. faciiate 
better crops, The development of a kitchen 
‘gardon in the backyard in almost 


Banana, WW, Sita! and. Pinnapple Plants, 
Majority of tho familie have takon to kitchon 
gardening.  Seplings are supplied tree ot cost 
10 thom In order to provide incentive to thom. 
‘Though only « fow familios have taken to. treo 
Plantations, yor the Impact Is nevertheless. noted. 

‘The Micro. Project has provided_ono” room 
houses to 218 families under the RLEGP and to 
16 fomillos undit the tac Awos Yojana, For 
dovelopinont of cottage Industries, many foros 


have ‘boon supplied with leaf-plate making 
‘machinas, bee-boxes have boon provided for tho 
{hetina, 'Moroover training hos been imparted to 


‘thom In'the art of beo-kooping and honey extrac: 
tion. Several domestic onimala like cows, fowls, 
pigs, ducks, etc, have boon given to beneficiary 
families, In order to help those who want to 
tert some business, rickshaws, cyclos, tralere, 
fishing neta, ete, nave byen suppliod with low 
rate of intorest’on the money dvanced. Two 
Mankirdla women have boon givon training In 
tailoring to supplement tho family income, 
Educetlon boing the prime mover of @ socloty 
land being ® very important indicator of the 
degree of transformation © community has 
attained, immense stress was given to. thi 

sector. ‘Every settlement has one room set aside 
{or this purpose, Primary education being very 
crucial, this room hardly of 200 #9. ft. serves 
the email children, Tho charge of imparting 
them arly education was given to one of the 
village youths who had some minimum education. 
Date shows that tll March, 1991, 304 students 
belonging to these sottlaments had been enrolled 
in tho nursory and primary section, 3 in the 
higher seconcary section end 1 in college in and 
outside the colonies, 468 adults had been 


fencalied in the adult education training (infor 
imation sheet  HKMDA : Jashipur +3), 


In ordor to reduce the igh mort 
cre was taken to supply hygienic. surroundings, 
‘loar dtinking water, immunisation, fre medicines 
4nd vitamings to children and pregnant mothers 
‘longwith mid-day meal by the Child Develop- 
‘ment Project Offico: under the ICDS Scheme, 


(Ono of tho Settloment hamlets taken up. by 
tho Agency as situetes at Matiagede, ® village 
bout fv Kilometes awey fron Jeshipul und 
‘only about 1 Km, away ftom the National 
Highway. The approsch to. the colony is. lined 
fon both sides by a sisal plantation on an ares 
fof about 100 acres, This Is indeed the fiat 
poshivo sign thot some stiempt at development 
of the Kharias was being undertaken, The 
Horticulture Department had provided the sieal 
saplings and the Hill Kheris Markrdie Dev 

ooment Agency was looking after the manuring 
and protection, by providing enclosure of thes 

‘ees. The sisal troes were healthy end rubusy, 
‘Tho Khosla poopla tilled and cleared the area 
around the plantetion to help its proper growth, 
‘out of which they even esined thir daily 
labour payment, which was moted out by the 
HKMDA, Jashipur. These sisal (Murga) trees 
‘were used for making ropes and far decorating 
the wheels of eycles, after colouring them 
brightly, Tho money ‘obtained from the sale 
was used by them for their daily needs, Sisal 
fequicod only cain’ water and could yield for 
seven years st 8. stretch and the plants being 
hhard¥ and thorny hardly required e2ra end grow 
‘wall on tho rocky road sl 


The Matisgada Sottioment Colony lay at 
the end of thi hilly. tract and the temporary 
kuteha road loading to the hamlet wes quite 
900d. Thirty familios of the Kharia tibo hed 
boon ‘rahobiliteted end settied in thirty, one- 
Foored houses. built under the Indira Awas 
Yojans. Each house hed a litle verandeh but 
‘tho householder had managed to add & smell 
mud kitchon at its ide to. cook in the day and 
te tho livestock (it any) et night, The hou 
lined up either sido of Kutcha road and wove 
fow feet sway from each other. It is «now 
‘settlomont startad in the year 1980, Tho coleny 
looked 


‘boon dumped hers, away from thelt natural 
sylvan surroundings, 
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‘Their original vilege war just @ few 
kilomettes owey whete they used to work ae 
labourers for the othor wibal roups like Kolh’s 
fanc Majol’s, They wore always meltrested by 
these affluent tibals. snd_wore threatened with 
eviction fiom thelr huts at the sllghtost pretext 
For the Kharlas of Matlagaca vilige the eutto- 
‘ment hamlet at Matiegad with the help of the 


Hill Khosia Mankicdia Development Agency 
(HKMOA) was thus a blessing in diogulse, At 
loast thoy wore mosters of thelr own houses and 


‘monare bolongings. 


Thote was a tube-well, a hend pump in tho 
contre of tho settlement village, which provided 
‘thom with drinking water. Few fomilies hed 
started a kiichon gordon end planted Pepeyn, 
Sajana (drumtick), Sag, tc, The only tube-well 
‘end the rain-woter wore the only source of 
they feced problem in watering 
the plants. Each ferily hed got bout elf acre 
fpricuttural lerd to be used for cultivetion 


to 
but the scheme woe a fer-cry from what wes 


‘envisaged init, Agriculture hed yet to catch-up 


ion feclliles ware ebsent. cing seri- 
rRomacic in nature shece primitive tribes. had 
hardly ever practisee coricukure. Most of the 


‘male members go to the forests few kilometres 
famay 10 collect fire-wood and other forest 
produces, in spite of the resttctions imposed an 
their entry Into tho Reserve Area of the forest, 
‘minor forest produce continues to be en 
important source of income for them in spite of 
I the development schemes. planned for. them. 
They. sneak Into the forest ond collect them 
and live in constant fear of being nebbed by 
forest officials on duty 

‘The headman of the villege heppened to be 
also the oldest Khoria man. He had changed 
his abode she times to sx ifforent illeges and 
hed ltimetely settled in the Hatiageds settlement 
colony and was hacpy there: Contentment was 
writ Jorge over his Innocent, ageing, wrinkled 


aco, In some familias householé econcmic 
Activity consisted of making leet peter and 
cups, and selling them ln tho local ‘Hal 
fomitics had fowls pigs, goots,ele., but i 


| thelr previous 
vulleges of Kothtibes and Majhi tribes led to thelr 
killing and hiding of the livestock. The ICDS 
Schame for feading children in the age-group of 
(0—Gand pregnant mothers, was being implemented 
hore. It wes 6 sight to eee the children centy the 
ICDS meal from the nesrby village in a bucket 
fend elstbute It among the beneficiaries, The 


settlement being few lometres away from the 
town, care had been taken to provide one or two 
Donsficiaries with sither a oycle or a rickshaw 
fon a very nominal Interest and on a very easy 
‘natelment basi 


‘The present Kharle Settlement gives the look 
of # colony Inhabited by tribals uprosted from 
their typical forest background and dumped in 
barren surroundings with just @ roof on ths 
‘heads, it will not be lang before thelr cultural, 
heritage will suffer and they are Going to fee! lost 
unless corrective steps ara taken. 


Tas Kharia male mambers. when questioned 
folt that the Government schemas wore cortainly 
praiseworthy. but due to. lack of iigation 
facilides tho land yielded litle or nothing. They 
{aco hardship for a greater part of tho year, They 
praisod the erstwhile Maharaja of Mayurbhan| 
‘whom thay nevor seemed to forget, They mention 
it again and. again especially inthe songs they 
sing while gally beating the drum indigenously 
made out of goat skin 


‘The Journey 10 Kumudabedia, another Hil 
Kharia. Sottlomant isa long, risky and arduove 
fone. The 18 Kms. dive from Jashipur ondod at 
the foot of a slopping hill, ina soitloment of 
16 houses, Thia homlot was established in. the 
yoor 1988, This Khori tribal sottlomont was in 
‘an environment slmlar to the ono they had. loft 
bbohind. The sortoundinge are full of tall. tos 
‘and hillslopes and with 8 spring of water nearby. 
‘This roa is In sharp contrast to the Motiagads 
Village Settloment. The thick forest had some 
19 on the hill alopas whore 16, one-roomed 
‘wore built undor the Indira Awas Yojane. 
Tal, Asan, Sal, Noom troes surrounded tho hamlat 
‘ond th setting was idyllic. 


The HKMDA had financed 2 cashow 
plantation bohind the houses at the foot of the 
hill. Once again the tribal poople of the hamlets 
looked after the manuring and watering of the 
plants in tutn for which the HKMDA paid them 
daly wages, Thay tried as far as possible to give 
‘each melo beneficiary a chance. The project 
hhad_suppli d rosin in the Asan to0s ond tho 
bneticiarios collected resin, lac, otc. They wore 
‘also trained in bee-keeping, and. bee-boxes. wore 
‘supplied fro9 of cost. The beneficiaries had the 
‘opportunity to collect honey and sell it at the 
Mixed Govornment price tothe Government 
(Co-operatives or Agencias. There was a postive 
‘change jn the life-style due to tha Government 
sponsored schemes, 


With the Projec’s encouragement and supply 
‘of saplings to the vibal sottiors here, thoy had 
also taken to kitchan gardening by planting 
Papaya, Sag, Sajana, Lemon etc, This being an 
‘older settlement looked a litle better than tho 
‘Matiagada  sotlament, Most of the young men 
{and women aither worked a8 labourers in nearby 
villages or go Into. deeper forests to collect tho 
jungle produces firewood, There is a small 
fchool, 8 one-roomed house kept aside both for 
primary and adult education, it is a definite 
Improvement on tho facility they had before. 
Even though the schoo! room is small dingy and 
fone corner of the room is full of white-ants, yet 
it Is encouraging to see that the children have 
learnt to read and write alphabets, 


Thsir food consisted of tubers, which is found 
in plenty 06 thoirsettloment was amidst the forest 
‘ond coarse rice pounded at home, In ono or 
two house tho young house wife pounded rico 
pationtly, Those tribes wore really hardworking 
‘and oven in the bittor wintor days they have to 
With one piece of cotton cloth on thelr 
bodios. They revealed that they resorted to 
nature cure and used herbs when they foll”siek 
‘but. usud allopathic medicines when offected by 
Malaria, which was. common inthis hilly ar 


Onco 9 while the Auxiliary Nurse Midowito 
(ANM) visits tho eroa and supplies medicine and 
‘The boneticarios 


‘lotto collect drinking water as tho 
conly tube-woll In tho settloment yielded. wator 
Which was red duo to the presence of iron. 


The Mankiia Settlement Vilage at Durdura 
is about 65 Kilometors from the district hoa 
Quarters at Beripada and around 6 kilometres 
{rom Jashipur. The approach road trom the 
National Highway isa Kutcha road. but quite 
‘accessible and an entrance gets led to the colony 
‘of 22 houses,.. The one-roomed houses had 
beon built bythe Indira Awas Yojana, Tho 
‘colony have. the distinction of being inaugurated 
by tho thon Governor of 
‘and thore is 9 matble 
‘entrance, Thoir old village from which thay hed 
‘been shifted is vary close to the new settioment 
‘area, Every house hed @ not hanging in front 
‘of thelr house by which they stil eaught games 
‘and tapped monkeys. In spite of all the 
‘schemes proposed by the HKMDA, and in spite 
of all the stops taken for their | dovolopment 
‘the tribal peoplo hore stil resorted to hunting 
and collecting forest produce, which peculiarly 
‘was sill their main source of livelihood, Ia 


‘the dey time the young male and femele 
Mankirdias sither collected forest produces, 
made rope out of “Slall Cieepers” or tried 
‘their hand at seme form of agriculture. But 
lack of inigstion facies was slways = big 
hinderance to agriculture. They swested herd 
during the day labouring or tilling but 98 dusk 
{oll most gathered ground fires chetting and 
‘making 'Siol Ropes. They even make 2 fow 
anicles out of Siali ropes for sale in the Het 
‘The project hed also taken care to tain two 
young Mankirdla women in sewing snd talloring 
0 that they could earn tele livlinood. They 
had provided two leg-machines at easy instal 

‘ments fiom banks 80 that they could stitch new 
clothes for neighbouring villagers or eter old 
clothes and earn something, 


‘The Project wied to Improve the economic 
condition of the tribal people but there was a 
‘Gap in the formulation and implementation of 
the programmes. A lot had been done but 
‘seen from clogs quarters the Impect could 
hardly be perceived, The Mankicdia's still wont 
to forests far hunting, collecting tubers and 
Siali Coopers.” Four to five Mankicdia families 
stil vod in “Kumbhas’ inside this sottiement 
villag 


Conclusion and Recommendations 

‘The Hill-Kharias and Mankiedias living in 
‘and around the Similipal Forest Range have 
bbeon identified as the two most primitive tibes: 
In the distict of Mayurbhenj. In view of theit 
‘extreme backwardness, poverty and destitution, 
‘extoremoly low level of technologics! develop- 
iment, lack of any assets or resources, almost 
negligible literacy and nomadic. tife-style, the 
Governmont has drawn up a Micro-Project for 
their rehabilitation and development. The 
primary objective of the project is to wean 
them away from & tife.style of hunting and 
food.gathering and provide them alternative 
sources of income alongwith 2 settled life 
smile. For the effective implementation of the 
various sectoral schemes of development, the 
Government established the Hill Khia and 
‘Mankirdia Development Agency st Gudgudia, 
(Mayurbhanj) in December 1988. 

‘The HKMDA has identified 269 Hill-Kharia 
families and 39 Mankirdia families with = 
Population of 1,387 snd 130 respectively, 
‘spread over 21 hemlots, As the basic prove. 
quisite of = settled life, almost all these 
poneficares have been provided with smell 


‘puecs houses built by the help of the Agency, 
Many families heve been given Government 
land slongwith some other Inputs for agricul. 
ture. In very fow 880s sources of  inioation 
Ihave sigo been provided by the Agency. The 
‘Agency hes also encoureged some of the 
beneficiaries to edopt new —income-generating 
‘rectioes, like animel husbandry, horticulture and 
Cottage industries like rope-making. bee-koeping, 
leaf-plate making, tailoring, etc, Attempt has 
been made to provide @ schoo! room with a 
part-time worker, tubewell for drinking. water 
‘20d health-care facilities in © small way.) 


‘The efforts of the Government in settling 
‘these nomadic tibes have achieved success to 
4 certain degree, Tho Hil-Kharie and Mankirdle 
families are more or less residing. In the 
colonies bullt for thom, Mowever, other 
‘programmes of rehabilitation snd development 
‘are yet to take off. Thoso primitve tribes con 
‘be lured into 2 settied life permanently only it 
‘thoy ore induced to take to agrioulturo and 
lied activities, But unfortunately this le yet 
‘to materitise, Although they are residing in 
the toutes for them, yot they have not taken 
{0 the Ife of a former for vatious reasons. 
Temperamentaily they are not fascinated by 
the agricultural proctices of the present day 
To make things worse they have hardly received 
‘any other input or follow-up action except 
ome barren land from Governmont, They do 
Rot have the inclination to improve thove west 
lends for the purpose of firming, As such, 
agriculture hes remained a non-starter {in thelt 
‘economie life, The scenatio in other sectors is 
‘ot very differnt either, It Is a fact that some. 
families have planted fruit bearing 
some rehabilitation colonies, A fow are rearing 
‘gosts, pigs and fowls. Beo-boros have  sls0 


have not been benefited by these scheme, 
It eppears the schemes 28 either not up to 


their imagination and skill or ete implemented 
half-heertedly. No doubt some effort has beon 
‘made but thers has been no positive result in 
‘generating any Income for the family, 

‘Any scheme designed to davelop the 
Kharlas and Markiedios must begin with the 
realisation that these primitive and nomadic 
‘wibes are at an extremely low level of techno- 
logics! development in the process of evolution, 
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‘They have no sconomy other than eeming 
their livinood by hunting and food-gsthering. 
‘They have no resource or skill to uso t0 earn 
‘hair broad. From times immemorial the forests 
have provided succour and sustenance to these 
‘wibal people. They have 2 aymb otic relationship 
with tho forests, which are the only resources 
from thelr point of view. They have been 
opending upon forests for thelr games, fuel 
‘and various minor forest produces. Aftor intto- 
‘duction of soverst forest equations their tree 
‘entry and movement in the forest has been 
‘rastically curbed and the access to the minor 
{forest produce vertually eliminated. Although the 
forest policy aims at providing certain rights 
‘and concessions to such tibes, yet in practice 
‘such facilities are not being silowed to them. 
‘The televant provision ot the National Forest 
Policy of 1988 is quoted below — 
‘The life of tribals and other poot living 
Within and moar forests revolves round 
forests, The rights and concessions 
‘njoyed by them should be fully protected. 
domestic requirements of fuelwood, 
minor forest produce and construc- 
tion timber should be the fst charge on 
forest produce. 


In spite of this close stipulation in the 
forest policy the Hill Kheria and Mankirdios 
0 deprived of their waditional and customary 
tights over the forest produce. Almost all of 
‘thom living in the settlement colonies complained 
cof harasament and inconvenience in the hends 
fof the forest officials, They felt that their 
fantry into forests is unnecessarily restricted, It Is 
interesting to note that they understand the 
need to conserve and develop the forests 
‘According to them they protect the forests 
instead of destroying them and only use the 
‘minor forest produce 8s their source of income. 
They appear to be quite ressonable and 
‘convincing, Whereas, it Is the duty of the forest 
department to stop illegal felling of trees end 
the clandonstine timber business by the influ- 
‘ential mon, it is unfelr on the pat of the 
forest officials to deprive these poor tribsls of 
thelr means of livelhihood, Entry of these 
tribes into the forest, to collect minor forest 
produce like honey, mohus flowers, sal seeds, 
recin, harbe, roots tubers ote., the forests ere 
not going to be destroyed, in fect many of 
‘them sneak, into forests and collect the forest 
produce of ‘and on, But they live in constant 
fear and uncertainty of harassment and persecu- 
tion. 
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Mt is evident that tho Hill Khotia and” 
Mankirdia families are residing in the colonies 
built by Government only as 2 temporary 
measute, If other components of the Scheme 
‘10 not implemented on = prioty becls ins 
Yessonable time-frame, they 210 likely to be 
disillusioned and may go back to their nomadic 
life, Many of the fomilies settied in tho 
Colonies do not hide their growing disenphant- 
iment to the above problems and inconvenience: 

they face in their now abodes, Bssed on the 
‘above study it is worthwhile to mako a few 
recommendations for more effective implementa- 
tion of the project for rehabilitation snd 
development of the Kharias, Mankirdiac, 


1. The ill Kharia end _Mankirdia Agency 
needs to be strengthened with greater inputs 
‘of manpower, materiel end funds to initiate, 
‘supervise ond monitor thelr programmes of 
rehabilitation and develocment more offectivaly, 
Persons with proper attitude and motivation 
should men these agencies and successfully 
implement these progtem™es with necessary 
dedication and 200 


2 Care should be taken to choose ony 
further settlement hemiets 08 close as possible 
to the sylvian surroundings since the tribal 
people are so omationslly attached to auch an 
environment and also depend on the forests, 


3, Entry into forests to collect firewood, 
food and minor forest product may be regulated, 
‘not drastically curbed. 


44, Bottor land plus better inigation faciltios 
‘should be provided to the greatest extent 


possible, Seeds, fertilisers and other agricultural 
inputs should be provided free/eubsidised rtes, 
nd training 

those 


Technical know-bows of egricultu 
should be imparted regularly 0" that 
‘iba! people are motivated to take to culth 
‘and eottle down 28 farmers, 


5, Education is the prime mower of @ 
society. There should be moss iteracy pro- 
‘the adult Hill Khaias end 
and female, This should 
be able to develop a mass conscicusness among 
the parents to think of the education of their 
children as compulsory. The children of these 
primitive wibes should be able to receive 
Dimary education in ell the rehebilitation 
hamlets. They should also get access to schools 
‘outside the village in tho higher classes 


{8 Communication and transport faclitios 
in this area must improve, This not only gives 
2 feniing of nosmess but also instills 
confidence for they donot f 


7, Activites in other sectors. ike animal 
husbandry, horticulture and cottage industry 
should be further encouraged, Necessary 
training with stipends should be imparted, 
Proper tle-up with rawsmaterial and marketing 
should be arranged. end enforced, 


{8 Finelly, Voluntary and Social Welfare 
Organisations must be involved by the Govern 
iment in the Hill Kharis and Mankirdia dovelop 
ment agency's rehabiltetiom programmes, Tha 


voluntary agencies should be mobilised not only 
{to supplament the schomas of the Government 
but alsa to. onsuro greater flexibility in the 
imolamentation of the programmes. No develop- 
iment programmes will succeed without the 
fetve involvement of the poople. The rehabili- 
tation programmes of the HKMDA have far 80 
romsined purely Governmental programmes 
‘without any participation by people's represen- 
tative, It fs abgolutely necessary to involve 
the voluntary agencies representatives, 
‘and opinion leaders among the beneficlarios, 
Tn the formulation and implementation of 
those schemes, Such popular participation will 
‘not only Introduce greater flexibility in the 


‘programmes but alse engure mass support. 
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Ethnic Aspects of Indian Sago Palm (Caryota Urens-L) 
An Ethno-Botanical Study Among Kutia Kandha 


ABSTRACT 

‘Tho traditional uses of Indian Sago Palm 
(Coryota urens-L) by Kutia Kandha of Phulbani 
digtict of Southern Orissa are usually not 
known by many. The present paper, therefore, 
deals in these plant species which are intimately 
interwoven in the soci, cultural, ceremonial and 
‘many other functions in'the traditions! lite styles 
‘of Kutia Kendha, Alocg with the precise 
description of the plant, the indigenous way of 
{fermentation and extraction process of Toddy 
(iquor) from the plant parts ae given. Toddy 
is considered as the sola source of food and 
‘energy for Kutin_Kandha living in southern 
Perts of Orissa, The deta wore collected during 
the Ethno-Botanicel Tour Programme made by 
the authors, 


Introduction 


Many authors have collected oertain  infor- 
imation on the studies on ethno-botany in 
diferent tribal areas (Rol et, sl—1970; Saxena 
‘and Outta—4975; Mishra ard Dubey—1991-92; 
Pal—1980; Peland Bannedi—1971; Sanoo— 
1986; Choudhury et. al, 1975 ete; of Orissa 
‘State, None-of them has reported on a particular 

t spocios, which has a significant vole on 
the sccial, cultural, rituel life style of Kutia 
Kandha, Hence, in the present investigation 
fttompts have been mede to study in detail 
about tho traditions! relationship between 
Indian Sago Palm (Caryota urens—t) and 
Kutia Kandha of phulbani district 


Kutia Kandha is one of the meny different 
tribes among the Kandha Tribe, the Study on 
‘which is of great fascinetion emeng research 
scholars so far a8 their organization, cultural 
pattern, and ethnicity of life svle are concerned. 
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Most of the people belonging to this tribe a 
living in between tacks, I.,, in the dense 
forest surrcunded by hills ond mountains, The 
Kutis Kandba are not fully pestorel ot agricultur 
‘based People. Mostly they live upen the 


forest product like tubers (digging cut of the 
erth), fruits and wild fot heibe, leafy 
vegetables, etc 


Hunting is also another importent criteria in 
‘their life style. They procure ard consume 
| flesh as their crominent end luxurious 
zgricutturel output 
‘from land, non-avsilability of foed during leen 
periods heve mede them to go for liquors 
produced in any form. They collect todsy 
‘rom certzin plant species _(istiled/fermented 
liquor prepared by their indigenous method). 
‘Tis habit is not socially prohibited in epective 
ff sex end ge, Taking liquor is approved by 
the society bom in ceremoni! end. religious 
functions. The environmental condition via, 
the high terrain topography and climatic. factor 
have medo them somehow perpetual addicts, 


Country toddy is ususlly collected trem 
palms (Phoenix Syivesrs), the tr being exter 
sively available in tibel Tocalites. However, the 
890 palm (Ceryota Uronsl) is en important 


species in southern part of Orissa, inthe 
‘present investigation the style of -eccots of 
Indian Sago Plem Tree to the life of | Kutio 


Kendha residing in Belghar, of Phulbani diswict 
of Orissa is studied, Besides ettemets hat 
been made to study the asseciation of this plant 
{to their ethnicity in various megritede of their 
Sociel and cultural lite, Association of | Kutia 
Kargha with this tee (Carvote Urens-L) is 
known from time immomoriel. Thie is also 
known 2s in English kittul pslm/The Fish teil 


‘Sago Palm. According to Kutia Kendhe itis 
populsrly known as Madamara (Mada means 
‘Toddy, Mora means Tree). In Oriya it is known 
os SALAP, 
Abbreviations 

KK —Kutia Kandho 

E—English 
0—Oriva 
DESCRIPTION OF CARYOTA URENS 
SAGO PALM 

‘Sago Palm ‘oes are fairly Common in some 
part of Agencies Aros of Orissa” (Haines, 
92125). The seed keeps up ts dormancy 
{or ® prolonged period, The periods of dormancy 
‘overcomes after two 10 three years and starts 
{Germinating in sultable environmental conditions. 
‘The treo attains @ height up to 15 to 20 feet 
‘with leaflets (somewhat like those of maiden 
hair fern), Loaves 10 to 12 feet broad, petioles 
very stout. Infloceseonces of the tree usually 
come out’ during October-November and 
romain frosh till March to April. The stem is 
ect, unbranched, round and smooth. Sometimes 
stplings are planted in kitchen garden and 
the side of tho avenues. According to Kutia 
Kandhatho tree grows better on hill slopes and 
{foot hills than in any other place. A tre can 
produce Toddy up to three ests before it 
Withers. The te2 attainsits maturity at about 
15 to 20 you's 


Preparation of musical drum from root 
base (KK —Daki, E—Root base, O—Muli) 

Different parts of Sago Palm treeshave contr 
buted fot to tha material culture of Kutia Kandha. 
‘A musical drum [KK —Topka], mostly used in 
‘ccabions like Moriah festival / (KK—Biakstina, 
E—Animal Sacrifice Ceremony), new yaar festival/ 
[KK —Punikalu] is made out of the root bose 
of this palm, Tho dome shaped root bese, 
‘which Is hollow at the top and blunt at the 
Bottom, ie cut from the palm of various ages 
after they die, The external lateral roots sre 
loaned by sharp edged knives, Each of such 
fut places look like a bowl. A. tanned skin 
[preferably of @ cow) is then cut into size to 
tie over the open end of the bow! shaped root 
‘A young, tondor and flexible bamboo 
stom [KK —Manisita] is used as 2 ropo to tie 
‘the skin over the open spsce in order to make 
it-more tight ond pertoct. Gum [extracted ftom 
1 herb called Jeikoni (KK)] is pasted sround 
‘the flexible bamboo, That makes the perfect 
‘musical drum, 


‘A matured tee trunk is cut into two equal 
halves ina longitudinal section with the help 
fof an axe. The two hollow pieces obtained 
from it are used as drain to irigate crop 
fads, 


Process of Collecting Sago 
The stom of young palm Is more important 


because its pith generlly contains a good 
quality of Sego. The pith (KK —Jondl, £—Pith, 
O—Monja) is collected at the prometure 


oath of a Sago Palm, Sago is collected and 
‘sundilod, They use the Sogo in different wave, 
Wiz, simply boll it to make thelr food, propare. 
chapati out of the flour, prepare va 


also stored by the tribe for use in 
periods. 


Yielding Strong Fibre From Leaf Sheath 


Fibres collected from leat sheaths are vory 
strong. They use these fibres for tying up the 
culm of the cleaning broom [Thyseno/sens 
maxima}. T, maxima is known to them 2s 
“Satranga’’ and ts inflorescence is known as, 
‘“Sepertks’. The culm of the plant is finely 
cut and sharpened. They are. tied together 
‘with fibre (extracted from the S290 Palm leave 
shesth) to make combs. 3esides, they use the 
plant fibres for preparing strings of musical 
instruments, net to trap birds snd jungle fowl 
‘and snares to catch small wild animals for 
‘their food, 


Yielding “Teddy” from Intlorescence 
(KK—Kama) and Pith (KK—Jendi) 

The Inflorescence ste considered as tho 
best pert of the plant for collecting Toddy, 
‘They simply make fresh trensverse cut [about 
half en inch} from the hanging terminal ond 
‘of the infloresence. Then they tie the earthen 
bot ot the neck of fresh cutend. This process 
|s done successively thrice in 9 day morning, 
mid-day and evening) during summer and 
twice in winter 


Esch time a fresh cut is made in order to 
avoid blockage of Toddy flow, which may 
‘ccur due to drying up of the terminal end or 
for any sort of infections, etc... However, they 
‘also prepare Toddy out of pith. Sometimes, 
Toddy is used to cook moat in the forost 
when water is not available, However, the 
Today helos in maintaining thermodynamic 
balance between the body and the surroundings 
in ditferent seasons, 
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Indigenous Fermentation process 
(KK-Madang Mnipaa) 

‘The Toddy is sweet because of its high 
sugar contant, Very swest Toddy sometimes 
{causes loose motion. Among the tribe, diferent 
18 -aroups of both male and female folks 
‘consume Toddy, They are aware of the fact 
‘of the low and high power of the fermanted 
Toddy and they are also conscious of allowing 
particular drink of specific power tos particular 
sgeproup. Hance, secording to the needs of 
the age-groups, they ferment the Juice st the 
time of collection, However. they adopt the 
indigenous. method of their own to specify the 
ower of fermentation for different agegroups: 
‘of male and female folk. They select bark of 
Holarthane antidysenterica (KK-Kude mare, 
‘O-Kuduchi), root bark of | Cassie fstuls 
(KK-Pundoni' mara, O-Sunad, E-tndian faburnam/ 
Purging Cassia), "root of Cissampeias pareira 
(KK-Dindidipa ‘tulle, O-Akanbindi, E-False 

0 Brava), bark of — Mangifera indica 
(KK-Maskamara, O-Ambo, &-Mango) and frult of 
Bauhinia Vahl (KK-Powiulla, O-Sioli) 28 the 
major fermenting agonts- Huskiess grtins of 
(Oryza sativec KK-Kullnga. O-Dhana, E-Pedy) 
and Panicum mire (KK-Kaw, O-Susn, 
tle millet), ar» common fermerters, These 
3F0 gonwrally Kept Inside the pitcher to collect 
he jue, batore the pitcher is tied to the cut 
‘end of intloresconces, The knowledge about 
{ermantotion of Toddy is Inherited trom genera - 
tion to gonoration, The process Ie very simple. 
‘As pat the raquired power strength af the Toddy, 
the selected portis Kept inside an empty earthen 
ot-meant for collection of Todd. It appear 
those plant parts help Tddy to ferment quickly 
within 8 to 12 hours without any dificult, 


Property Ownership 

‘The tree is a valuable property of Kutta 
Kandha, because of this nutritious Toddy. tn fact, 
‘Toddy plays an important role in making @ tribal 
society mentally, physically and socially fit to 
carry out their work efficontly, The trees sre 
‘owned either individually or femitywise. But the 
orton who plants it gets its ownership, 
‘Sometimos the family owned trees are divided 
‘among the family members. However, women 
ownership ig. rare among the tbe. 

‘The owner reserves the right to tap inflore- 
sconce of the tee for the Toddy. In the event 
of the owner's inability oF old age, he chooses 
‘8 man who would collect the juice from his 
tee. After the owner dies the tee is transferred 
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to his family members, mostly to sons. In most 
505, itis the will of the owner, that decides 
the furure owner of the tre. He may transfer 
his ownership 1 his legacy holders or to his, 
relatives or any other person belonging to his 
village, 


‘Some tribsl people have divulged thet in 
‘ancient dys liquot’ was prepared from the tree 
like Mangitere indica, Medhuka longifolia 
(KK-Puju mara, O-Mohula, E-Mowre but 
‘4e8), Attocarpus heterophyllus (KK-Pans| 
O-Panas, E-Jack fruit), Musa saprencum 
(kK-Tade mara, O-Kedali, E-Plantain) end 
‘molasses. But Toddy from $390 Palm tree I 
considered 98 the best smong such liquors, 
‘ody is sometimes sold at 9 rate of one dumuni 
(2 unit) for one rupee, Good yielding trees aro 
Sometimes sold at 9 rato of maximum on 
thousend rupees per tee. However, procuring 
‘the most valueble Toddy from Indian Sogo Palt 
| the“ inherited tradition” among. Kutia 
Kancha from time immemorial 


Sago Palm Trees—A Place For Social 
intercourse 

‘The place where the people sit end drink the 
Today js called Madangbasa. This place Is 
‘sovcilly chosen by the people for reciprocating 
their thoughts, Ideas, ims, feelings, dacisions, 
ee. In @ forest where thore ore ‘more than 
cone Toddy plant tee, people choose to sit 
under the Youngest tree or at a place where 
Toddy ean be brought conveniently trom the 
collecting spot. Many decisions pensining to 
village conflicts and misunderstanding for 
‘attending court for mess purvose, choosing new 
forest patches for shitting cultvations and. many 
‘other type of decisions are often decided at 
Madangbase with mutual discussion, Discussions, 
stlectiog other's sentiments and thoughts, of 


enterined at Madengbasa, They use a big 
‘spoon called Dumuni made out of gourd of 
Lagenaria piceraria (KK-Anka, O-Lau, E-Bottle 
‘gourd, to distribute Toddy equally among people 
participating in the discussion, 

Guests are specially tested with an extra 
Dumuni of Teddy. It's also customary to offer 
‘2 Dumuni full of Toddy to 8 friend for mutual 
interaction. Female folks, who occasionally 


in other words, every 
Individual is entertained with Toddy at Madangbase 


In elmostall tho ritusls Todéy is offered. to 
their gods end gcddesses end mainly to. the 
‘ancestral spirits (KK-Dukel). In caso of the 
death of an owner of tho tre0, his successor 
hhas 10 perform witch puja duting is first 
ody colleticn, On this occasion, astrologer 


(Kee Ket:ka), (KK-Jarl) end headman 
(KK-Majhi) of Invited tothe 
‘spot, The the owner's spirit 
‘ond ‘chants "We are cutting your trees for 
‘Toddy, May your goodwill Le with us, May 
Your too sectote soot, testy and plenty Toddy 


‘Thon the Toddy 
yes cecording 10 


for our ehildven (KK-Mie 
Ie distrbuted mong th 
the status and age, 


When the owner of an immatured tr00 dies, 
hie tcul has to poss through @ citical test in 
‘a quoor manner, If the Toddy collected from 
the tee (hon tho tfeo attaine maturity) is 
plenty and sweet in taste, then itis believed 
iat the departed soul had gocd and healthy 
feolings fer the villago folk, Or else, ho is 
blamed «8 0 wicked person, 


1W due to any" unknown reason, «palm tree 
Yields loss Toddy, they go through @ ritual, The 
Village astrologer perfors a puja by offering rice, 
leaves of Bauhinia vahli and Themdla arundinaces 
(KK Bika O-Chhona, E-Thatch gress) to the tee 
iN spint and to. satisty it. Freite 
sanju, O-Bhalia, 
E-Marking nut ee) is kept ina packet secretly 
Inside the tree to avoid the evil eyes of the 
pint 


In many eeses thty got a positive result and 

they become contented. However, the 
lonship of such rituals with the secretion 
fof Today is embiguous to others 


th 


‘Aesthetic Sconario 
{In certein folk songs the sesthetic senso 

‘associated to the tee is often sung. In one folk 
‘song sbcut the tre, their affinity for the Today 
in reflected, It goes like this, 

“There was & Sago Palm tee 

Its Toddy developed my apatite. 

I drank it to my full satisfaction 

It developed my addiction and hunger also, 

hie demanded moat, ! want for it and could 

hhavo it, Then slept a sound sleep.” 

A conversetion of love betwen lovers is repre: 
‘sonted In # Koreputean Kandha folk song which 
tence “Made mare elnanga ckaraka rina, 
plopata belscngade...+..., 

Further, the Tedd repleces_pains and gony, 
sorrows snd sutforiegs with stiles for Kutia 
Kandi 
Conservation Policy 
‘The tls cared by the Kutla Kendha for ite 
‘contibution to thelt social life, cultural patterns, 
‘aesthetic sense. ....0te. The peorle deepiy 
love this tree as it provides them with fcod snd 
dink. Ithes also provided a lot to thelr st, 
craft and metatal culture, The Toddy plays its 


role In relaxing the pain from hard labour of the 
{ay and, is indispensable for rituals and fosivals. 
Its contribution has motivated them to preserve 


and consoive the species in their locelity. 
Planting a Sego Palm tree end dedicating it to 
the interest of the los! people ie the noblest 
deed which visitor can do to be ever remembered 
by Kutia folks. The tree stands as @ mother, 
providing Its Todéy—tho elixit_vitel—bY having 
‘whieh people ofall age-group survive and enjoy. 
Kutia Kenaha, thus, feos ills ll, well atts 
wll 
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Indigenous Practices in Health Care 


Traditional! medicine hes been defined 2s 
‘that of whole, which includes ® holistic 
knowledge and practice, oral or waittn, func 
tioned in diagnosis, preventive end curetive 
‘aspects of iliness and disease to promote total 
wellbeing”. Hence the approsch is halite with 
blending of physicsl. mental, social and spiritual 
wellbeing. Its use is glebal. Even in the face of 
‘Sophisticated westem system of medicine it hes 
thtived and ie the only system avallablo in tho 
Underserved arees of the country. Some of 
‘the mothods practiood by them, even though ste 
hermlul by our understanding, some have been, 
{found to be positively beneficial and. sclentitically 
ound. They represent an autonomous. system 
‘supported by the community. Whilo the Allopathic 
‘drugs are not only not available but have boon 
found to bo very expensive, The country has 
0 pay hard currency for Importing them which 
Gradually is depleting our airesdy low foreign 
xchange reserve. The cost is. expacted go up 
Stil higher after the present signeture of GATT 
Agreement, 


WHO rightly hed token steps to establish 
Collaborating centres. of the treditional medicine 
{or exchange of ideee/views so that the knowledge 
ould be mede avilable to al. 

While the beckground is well set. and the 
wind hi 


‘urbanisation, 
‘Acminture with other 
naturally stated, Unless. vigorous 
‘attempt is Undertaken, most of the methods 
Would diseppear and would become extinct 
the present attempt is only to 
document the _method/eystem right from the 
‘raditional healers residing in the. most Interior 
Devt. The authenticity needs to be proved. It 
Would take longer time including growing the 
plents in herbal garden and undartcking of 
‘animal and human experiments end euch ether 
scientific methods, 
‘The present write up relates to methods 
tactised to prevent conception. In some cases 
the. English and Botenicsl memes were not 


‘enilabie end hence 


hat not been mentioned, 


NAME OF PLANT/METHODS USED FOR CONTROL OF CONCEPTION 


1. Roktachita s+ Local nome 
Fnalah nome Fire Paim 
Botenicst name Puum/bago Roses 7 
Provitation + 4° of the root of the above plant is ground, made } 
Into paste and ie given to the cnt nly once, 
Restriction ‘The medicine should not be given if the client Is + 
preonent. 
2 Champs Local name 
Enalth name 
Botanica! Neme 
Tundu Pode Local name 
Botanical name + Teds Asiotica 
Rextocita Local name 
English name + Fire Palm 
Botanical name Plum/seo0 Roses 


Proparation 


or 


‘Akanabindi 


Preparation 


6, Champa 


Preparation 
2 Prohakat 
Propraon 
Adiniarton 
8. Hinge 


Preparation 


Roots of all the above plants ete dried and ground 
separately. Equel parts of the sbove powder is mixed 
jn chee prepared from cow’s milk znd teblets of the 
size of peanut ere prepared. The client is given 3 
tablets a dey trem the first to tho 3rd day of 
meostuation, Process ie repeated for 2 consecutive 
months. 

Client shovjd not take hot and cold food, Water 
rice Is prohibited, 
Local Name 
English Name 
Botanicel Name 
Jf of the roov/bark of white Keinche is round. with 
22 black peeper. The mixture is devided to 2 parts, 
client is esked to take 1 dose each on Std, Eth and 
‘Tih day of menstruation 


Local Name 
Englich Name + Beto lost 

Local Nemo 

Bot nical Namo 1 Bauhinia Veriogata 
Locst Neme 

Botanical Name Toddlia Asitica 
Local Neme 

English Nome ‘Sulpber 


Equal port of roots of Tundupode and Swota 
Kerchans plant with one botol loaf and a litle of 
Sulpbut is Ground to make into a peste, Small 
pills of the size of ‘leckgram are propared and it i 
Gried in Sun, Client Is osked to take one pill 9 day 
fon &th, 6th & 71h dey of menstruation ‘and. th 


Juice of the lt of the plant is given to the client 
(on the Sth and 6th of menstruation, 


Loca! Neme 
English Nemo Pagoda treo 
Botarical Nome Michela chempaca 


Juice of the leaf of the sbove plant ts given to the 
liont mixed with water stored over night. 

Local Name 

Rougly 12 gtame of the bark of the lent pichukuli 
‘mixed with 10 number of black paper is made into © 
este which constitute one done. 

‘This is given to the cliont twice daily for 7 days 
Local Name 

English Namo + Assfooteds 
Asatocteds of the size of bleckgrem is put inside @ 
fipe banana and the women ie Instructed to take it 
fon the st dey of menstruation. this prevents 
‘conception forrest of life, 
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BOOK REVIEW 
CHANGING VALUES AND TRIBAL SOCIETIES 
(A Comparative Study of the Munda and Oreon Values Orientation) 


SRIVASTAVA, A. R. N, 
1992, (Foreword: E, Pendleton Bank), 284 Fi 

20 Figs.: 52 Tables: Aspendlces: 

‘Bibliography: Index: 23 ems. 


INTER-INDIA. PUBLICATIONS, 
1-17 Raja Gerden, New Dethi-110015 
‘Tiipel Studies of India Soros T 154 


‘The superstructure of the book reste on the conceptual foundetion of varistions in Valu 
Oilentaions (aid by the intellectual luminary in the fiold of American Cultural Amhropology, 
Clyde Kluckhohn and his associates, whose contributions have been duly. reflected and 
‘acknowledged by the author right from his Preface, The methodological perspective of the study 
‘manifests ‘eplication-vetitiation” based on empirical data on two tribal communities of Bihor lee 
Munda and the Oraon in similar eco-system. A learned foreword by Professor E. Pendleton 
anks stimulates insight into the study and predicts for future researches in the live. All the 
17 chaptors of the book have been wall-knit, sophisticated and systematic. The methodology of 
esearch has boon explicitly spel out to “examine the Variations in Value-Orientions within 
culture as wall as betwoon the cultures. -.... 


‘Tho study adequately highlights the demographic festures of the tibals of Ranchi distict in 
General ‘and the Oreon and the Munda tibes io particular and their culture profile. Further, the 
Composite Value-O:ientation profiles of the two tribes have been discussed. The chief attraction of 
the “study contres round the variations in Value-Orientations in relations! areas, tine 
Sra0, Man-Nature area and activity aree. The author has significantly desk with the intergroup 
variations in these respects, emphasing dominant and variant forme of ‘value-orlertetion, The 
‘author ‘has moticuloualy analyssd the dita through application of 
Keadal’s Ranking mathod of determining consensus. The tindings show that there hos been 

Feement in two ateas i, e relation area and tim area, whereas disagreement in Man-Nature and 

8 presented by the suthor are still more 
{In the telational r00, “inspite of @ large number of disagreements there are patterns 
in Dominant and Variant Praferences, and these patterns are ranked". In. the time sree 
‘within-ond-between groups variations are observed in the Dominant Patterns of the Ve 
Bons. Present over future remains the most occured pattern among the Oren snd Munda” In 
the Man-Nature ares, there are more agreement within the group cholees among the two tribes. In 
the activity area, 
in ca89 of variant 


The Appedix 19 which contains the Schedule for study of Value-Orientetion is extremely ingtruc 
‘tive for th> future researchers on similar line in cross-cultural perspective, 


‘To conclude, the present study which incorporates the dynamics. of change in value system has 
‘consoivable implications in the field of planned development imervention, 


KK. MOHANTI 
Editor, Advvasi 
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